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Jeremian vi.16. Thus faith the Lorp, fand ye in the ways, and fee, 
and afk for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, 
and ye fuall find reft for your fouls. 
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THE Editors affure their readers, that no negligence, 
on their part, fhall retard the regular publication of 
the Magazine. As the fund originally deftined for its 
fupport has been withdrawn, they were compelled to 
refort to fubfcriptions. Although the lift of fubfcribers 
is refpectable, and increafing, it is not yet quite fufi- 
cient to defray expences. From the diftant refidence 
of many of them, the Editors muft ftill be fubjected to 
difficulties, without acceffions from the city and its vici- 
nity. To thofein remote fituations, they beg leave to 
propofe, without infifting on it, the {mall addition of 


one cent per number, to defray the expence of carriage. 
They refpeétfully folicit materials from literary, and 
fubfcriptions from other, Chriftians; who, they flatter 
themfelves, would regret to fee a work perifh, of which 
the object is to difleminate the knowledge and influ- 
ence of the truth as it is in Jefus. 
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Can the Immortality of the Soul be proved from the Light 
of Nature? 


EN who enjoy the gofpel offer many natural and 
moral arguments for immortality, which never 
occurred to the heathen. To take up the queftion on 
fair ground, we mutt not admit the reafonings of mo- 
dern philofophers and fceptics as the ftandard of the 
light of nature. We fhall beft know what the light 
of nature can do, from attending to what it has done, 
If it never has proved the foul’s immortality, no mode 
of reafoning will fhew that it can prove it. Recurrence 
to hiftoric verity will evince, that immortality was difbe- 
lieved by many among the Heathen, thought doubtful 
and uncertain by others; and that the fentiment itfelf 
originated, not from the light of nature, but from pri- 
Mitive revelation. _ 

This view of the queftion requires a ftatement of the 
fentiments of the Heathen ph‘lofophers, and of the po- 
pular opinion upon it, and that we trace the fame to 
the fource. 


Though 
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“Though many of the fpeculations of the philofo: 
phers, being wholly above the conception of the bulk 
of mankind, are not ftriétly applicable, we will yet ad- 
mit the utmoft ftretch of philofophical inveftigation. 

Pythagoras taught, that the foul would pafs many 
tranfmigrations after death; and then be refolved 
into the fubftance of the Deity. He maintained the 
pre-exiftence, eternity, and felf-exiftence of the foul, 
It was a maxim with him, with Pherecydes, and others 
who preceded him, and indeed with ali the philofo. 
phers of ancient Greece, that creation was impofljble— 
impoflible that any real entity could either be brought 
from, or reduced to, nothing. They maintained, that 
the fouls of men are parts of God, D¥scERPTED and 
rorn from his fubftance. Plutarch declares, “ the 
foul of man-is not fo much the work and production 
of God, as a part of him; nor is it made By him, but 
FRoM him, and out of him.” Cicero fays, Humanus 
autem animus, decerptus ex mente divina, cum alio nullo 
nifi cum ipfo Deo, comparari poteft.* ‘Tufc. Difp. Lib. 
v.13. 

It is immaterial that the philofophers exprefled 
themfelves differently as to the szode of the foul’s fepa- 
ration from its divine parent. Ic is fufficient that they 
afcribed eternity and felf-exiftence to it, and hence ar- 
eued its immortality. They fauppofed, that when ab- 
f{orbed again into the divine exiftence, either at death, 
or after many tranfmigrations, it would lofe all con- 
fcioufnefs of what it did and fuffered in the body. 
‘They limited its diftind exiftence, perfonality, and cou- 
Jfctoujnefs, to its union with the body. 

Socrates endeavoured to prove immortality and 2 
future ftate. On the day of his death, he faid, “I 
hiope I am now going to good men; though I meni 

: not 


* The human foul, being fevered from the divine mind, ca2 
bs compared with no other but Ged himfell. 
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not peremptorily affert it.” The happinefs which he 
hoped for in a future ftate, he, however, regarded as 
the fpecial privilege of thofe perfons who had a ftrong 
defire of knowledge, and had addicted themfelves to 
philofophy. .W ith refpec to the bulk of mankind, he 
held the doctrine of tranfmigration. The fouls of. the 
vicious, having hovered awhile, in a difconfolate con- 
dition, round the fepulchres of the dead, he apprehend- 
ed would pafs into the bodies of animals of like difpo- 
fitions with themfelves. Perfons who were not philo- 
fophers, that had exercifed juftice and temperance, he 
{fuppofed would animate the bodies of animals of a fu- 
perior clafs; or, at moft, return again to the labours 
and forrows of a moral life. 

Plato’s fentiments accorded with thofe of Socrates. 
Both of them fometimes mix the doctrine of tran{migra- 
tion with the immortality of the foul and a future ftate ; 
and, at other times, talk very doubtfully about immor- 
tality and future retributions. Though many feéts of 
philofophers profefied to derive their original from 
Socrates, yet few of them taught the immortality of the 
foul and future retribution as dorines of their {Chools. 
Many of them treated thefe fubje&ts as matters of ab- 
folute uncertainty. 

Cicero argues the immortality of the foul from its na- 
ture, its uncompounded and indivifible effence, which 
is quite different from any material elements ; from its 
wonderful powers and faculties; its ardent thirft after 
immortality, confpicuous in thofe perfons whofe re- 
fearches exalt them above the common level of man- 
kind. But neither Cicero, nor any of the advocates 
for immortality among the ancients, pretended to any 
certainty. They proceeded Wiper one of thefe alterna- 
tives, that death is either a tranflation to a better ftate, 
Or an utter extinction of being; cr, at Lead, a itate of 
infenfibility. With this confideration even Socrates 

comforted 
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comforted himfelf in the profpect of death, and Cicero 
fays, Si fupremus ille dies non extinétionem, fed commy. 
sattonem adfert loct, quid optabilius? Sin autem perimi 
ac delet omnino, quid melius quam in mediis vite labor;. 
bus obdormifcere, et ita conniventem fomno confopori fem. 
piterno?* Tufc. Difput. Lib. i. 19. 

Many of the ancient philofophers exploded the im. 
mortality of the foul, and a future ftate, as vulgar er- 
rors. Others reprefented the dotrines as deftitute of 
any folid fupport. And others, who fet themfelves ta 
prove thefe doctrines, and caught at every thing which 
had the fhadow of probability, were not fatisfied with 
their own arguments. 

Among moft Pagan nations there was a general per. 
fuafion, that the foul fubfifts after the diffolution of the 
body. But none of them originated the perfuafion. 
They believed the immortality of the foul, notasa 
truth difcovered by the exertions of human reafon, but 
as derived by tradition from time immemorial. How 
natural and eafy foever we may fuppofe it to be, that 
mankind fhould, by their hopes and fears, or by a con- 
fideration of the noble faculties of the human mind, be 


led to conclude, that they were immortal and account- 


able; yet, we find, that thefe opinions were embraced 
by the people at large, before their wife men and philo- 
fophers made them the fubjeét of their difquifitions. 
We alfo find, that wife men and philofophers, pre- 
tending to more wifdom and penetration than the vul- 
gar, rejected the ancient traditions. Socrates and Pla- 
to, not pretending to have difcovered the foul’s im- 
mortality, and a future ftate, by the force of their own 
reafon, 


* If that laft day bring not extinétion, but a change of place, 
what more defireable? But if it utterly deftroy and blot from 


exiftence, what better, than in the midft of the toils of life, to 


clofe our eyes, and to be foothed into an eternal fleep? 
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reafon, reprefent thefe as matters of very ancient tradi- 
‘tion, whichthey endeavoured to fupport and ftrengthen 
by rational arguments. Eternal life was not, by any 
of the ancient philofophers, fo much as ever fuppofed 
to be the reward of every holy and righteous perfon, 

The reafonings of the philofophers obfcured and 
weakened the do¢trine of immor<ulity tranfmitted by 
tradition. The fuppofed pre-exiftence, eternity, and 
felf-exiftence of the foul—the fuppofition of its being a 
part of the divine effence, torn off therefrom, and hav- 
ing no diftinét exiftence, perfonality, or conf{cioufnedfs, 
except in this difcerpted ftate—the fuppofition that im- 
mortality is appropriate to a few of fuperior genius— 
Thefe hypothefes furely afford no proof, from the light 
of nature, that the foul is immortal. What other pur- 
pofe have the difquifitions of philofophy, on the nature 
of the foul, anfwered, than to darken and weaken the 
expectation of immortality which, from the earlieft ages, 
prevailed among mankind? They rather conduced to 
eradicate than to eftablifh the belief of it. 

The bulk of mankind are as much interefted in this 
fubje&t as philofophers. The former do not {peculate 
on the nature of the foul—whether matter is capable of 
thought, or can be the fubject of diftin& confcioufnefs— 
whether intellect and will are of a nature entirely dif- 
ferent from corporeal figure and motion, and therefore 
afford a prefumption that the foul may furvive the body. 
With no other than nature’s light for their guide, they 
might as foon believe that brutes exift in an after ftate, 
as that the fouls of men do. They might have no idea 
of perfonality feparate from the union of foul and body; 
and would conclude that both perifh together. At 
leaft we know of no proof which the light of nature 
Would afford them tothe contrary. If they would ob- 
ferve that the mind grows with the body, they would 
alfo obferve that both decay together. Sicknefs, bodily 

decay 
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decay, and old age, areaccompanied with mental languoy 
and debility. 1n fits, in a lethargy, and, for aught that ' 
appears, in fleep, there is a fufpenfion of thought, 
What elfe might they conclude but this, that the fleep 
of death is an everlafting ceffation of thought? 

The defre of immortality, admit it were common to 
mankind, under the light of nature, would be no evi- 
dence or proof of thething. ‘The light of nature, in 
man’s lapfed ftate, never as given him juft conceptions 
of the moral perfections of God. We are not autho- 
rifed to fay that it cando what it never has done. How 
then would it point out immortality to man? The 
fictions of poets, and devices of politicians, have raifed 
hopes and fears in men which nature does not. If 
future retributions are fuppofed, they muft, in order to 
anfwer the ideas of unenlightened nature, be fuch as 
are fuited, not to intellectual, but animal life. Of this 
the heathen mythology affords ample proof. The gods 
they worfhipped were “‘ a promifcuous rabble of heroes, 
ftrumpets, difeafes, plagues, monfters, vices, conftella- 
tions, beafts, birds, and creeping things.” 

No being is naturally immortal. God placed in Eden 
the trce of life'as an emblem of the immortality for 
which man was defigned, had he retained his primitive 
uprizhtnefs. When he had forfeited this, and was dri- 
ven from the tree of life, he could have no expectation 
of immortality unlefs from revelation. 


164 
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Eff ay on the Confiftency of the Holy Scriptures with the 
actual State and Hiftory of the World. 


[Continued from page 85, and concluded. } 


PROCEED to fhew, by a few THOR from the 
| doctrines of different countries, that the expectation 
of a Meffiah, or fome divine perfon in human nature, 

who fhould appear in the world to purge it from vice, 
and to eftablifh the reign of righ rteounels and peace, 
has been un iverfal, at leaft among all the enlightened 
nations of antiquity, as well as of modern times. 
Therefore the prophc ot Hi ge, in {peaking of him, calls 
him “ the defire of all nations.” And when our Saviour 
was born, wife men came from the eaft, where fuch an 
event was expected and believed, in order to werfhip 
him. If we begin with the Chinefe; their ancient and 
facred books, befides their fupre me God whom they ca F 
by different names, but chiefly by that of Tien, fpeak 
likewife of a minifter of the Deity, who is himfe!lf God, 
and whom they itile, by way of eminence, the Holy. Like 
the true Mefliah of the facred fcriptures, he is diftin- 
guifhed in their writings by 2 names, expreflive 
of his feveral characters. Among thefe the m:ffionarie 
give us the follow ving, \ with their inte rpretations. Wen- 
Wang, or the prince of pea ace——Chiin-Gin, the divine 


man—Chang-Gin, the God ny se ien- I fee, the Son 
of the Sovereign Lord. From their facred book Y-king 
is quoted the foll ere a eee The Holy, or 


the Great- Man, unites in himfeif all the virtues of Hea- 
ven and Earth. ‘The Holy made the Heavens—The 
Great Man crea ted the Univerfe.” A writer called 
Kou-ci-Kou-tfee fays, ‘* we know, in confulting the an- 
cient Meine that, though the Fioly is to be born 
upon earth, yet he exifted before any thing was made.” 


No. 3. 5 —In 





166 THE UNITED STATES 


—In one of their ancient books the Holy is fliled “ the 
beautiful man. of the Weft.”* The great Confucius, 
who lived long before our Saviour’s birth, maintained 
that ‘*‘ the Holy was to come from the weft.” And 
the time was fo well fixed by an ancient tradition, that 
within lefs than a century after the commencement of 
the chriftian era, one of the emperors of China, named 
Han-ming-ti, fent an embafly to the weit to fearch for 
the Holy. But not proceeding far enough; through 
ignorance or difcouragement, they Ytopped in India, 
“and brought from thence the Idol Foe. I fhall produce 
a paflage from their book Y-king that refembles a pre- . 
diction of a jewifh prophet—* By the juftice of the 
Holy the world fhall be re-eftablifhed in the ways of 
righteoufnefs. He will labour and fuffer much. He 
mutt pafs the great torrent whofe waves fhall enter into 
his foul; but he alone can offer up to the Lord a facrifice 
worthy of him.” They reprefent their Wen- Wang asa 
victorious prince, who fhall eftablifh his throne on the 
fummit of a facred mountain, from whence he fhall reftore 
peace and happinefs to all the nations. We ought not 
to be furprized to find fuch veftiges of revelation ina 
country which we are accuftomed to denominate pagan, 
falfely annexing to that term the extremes of fupertti- 
tion, ignorance and vice. Religion muft have exifted 
from the creation to the deluge. Many of the pious 
patriarchs muft have forefeen the laft time with a pro- 
phetic fpirit. The father of mankind, after that great 
cataftrophe, would naturally communicate to his pofterity 
his accumulated knowledge, whether derived from {c1- 
ence, from tradition, or from infpiration. Thefe would 
impart it to the nations which they founded, where it 
would naturally be preferved with lefs or greater fidelity, 
according to the degree of their civilization and the 
means they had of recording and tran{mitting them to 
future 


* Book Chi-king, quoted by chevalicr Ramfay. 
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future ages. If our revelation, therefore, be true, we 
ought to find fome veltiges of it in every civilized na- 
tion. And the Chinefe empire, reaching up almoft to 
the beginning of time, may be expecte ed to have pre- 
ferved thefe traces with more diftinétnefs and evidence 
than moft of the other nations of the world. I do not 
fee even why we fhould deny to thefe countries the 
benefit of particular revelations in all cafes where they 
may be neceffary. Abraham was yet a Chaldean when 
he received his firft communications from Heaven— 


Job was proba bly an Arabian—Melchifedeck was of 


Phenicita—Balaam of Mefopotamia—and why, in Per- 
fia, in India, and in China.nations fo neariy defcended 
from Noah himfelf, may they not have had their holy 


men and their prophets, who inftructed them from hea- 


ven in all the duties neceflary to falvation, and in thofe 
great doctrines, with regard to the divine nature, and 
the miffion of the micineh, that are eflentially connect- 
ed with practical piety? Their books and their tradi- 
tions inform us, that they have had fuch doétrines, 
though they have, na great meature, loft ne meaning 
and the fpirit of many of them, by length of time, and 
the corruptions that gradually invade all nations. 

You have feen that the Indians of Malabar {peak 
of their fupreme Deity under three denominations, that 
= characteriftic of three different perfons, Bruma, 

Vichnou, and Moutren. We jearn from ites Edt- 
fiantes F Curieufes, publithe ed in France with great ap- 
probation, that ‘¢ all the Indians believe that God was 
incarnate many times;‘and that the greater part of them 
afcribe thefe incarnations to Vichnou the fecond God 
of their Trinity. And that, according to them, this God 
was never incarnate but in quality of the Saviour and 
preferver of men.”* The Danifh muffionaries, who 
learned the principles of their religion by many confer- 

ences 


* Recueil, g. Paris, 1730, p. §2- 
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ences with their priefts; and Henry Lord, who has 
collected the hiftory of the Banians, as it is contained ip 
the Shafter, the facred book of their law, fay that they 
always {peak of this Saviour as coming into the world 
to reform mankind, to purge the world from vice, to 
promote and’ extend true religion, and to lead fouls to 
happinels. Herdelot, {peaking of this fecond Deity, calls 
him Befchen, and fays that ‘this name fignifies, in the 
language of the Brachmans—‘“ He who exiftet én all 
fer m mentioning their belief of his incarnations, to 
which they have made fome whimfical additions, he 
ubjoins, that “ the chriftians, and particularly the mif- 
fionaries, who have obtained fome knowledge of the 
Indian religion, affirm that this Befchen 1s the fecond 
perfon of theadorable Trinity, and that the Brachmans 
af{cribe to him qualities in fome meafure applicable to 
our Saviour Jefus Chrift.’* In like manner, if we 
pafs to the Perfians, the Chaldeans, the Egyptians, and 
the Phenicians, we fhall find many veftiges of the fame 
aeons notwithftanding the total dei molition of almot 
all the monuments of the ancient } hiftory of their reli- 
gion. The Perftans, who worfhipped the invifible Deity 
without the intervention of &: tues, had, notwithftand- 
ing, many hicroglyphical fymbols of their fecond Deity 
Mythr ‘as, which indicated their belief of his appearing 
in a human form. The E Sy ptians related, that under 
= reign of Ofiris, in the beginning of the world, nature 
as fertile and beautiful, “and men were good and 
eae That Eye: the evil principle, at length 
flew Ofiris, and fpread diforder, mifery and vice through 
the earth—but at laft Ofiris thall live again, and ob- 
tain a complete victory over the principle of evil. ‘They 
give this fable in deed another interpretation ; vet, we 
may probably difcover init fome veftices of a dotrine 
fo univerfally received by mankind. “The Eoy ptians 
‘devoted 


* Biblioti:eque Orientale, Paris, 1697, p. 203. 
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devoted feveral days in every year to mourn for the death 
of Ofiris, as did the Phenicians and Syrians for the 
death of their fecond God, whom they ftiled Thammuz, 


or Adonis.* After they had fuffictently mourned his 
death, they had other days - feftivity to celebrate his 
refurrection and returning t Bur Julius Firmicus, 


one of the fathers of the chriftian cl lurch, Ww ho had more 
accefs than we to underftand the opinions and ceremo- 
nies of the Phenicians, who full exifted in his own age, 
believes that the fable of Adonis is evidently a corrup- 
tion of fome ancient tradition concerning a fuffering 
Mefiiah. 

The religion of the Greeks and Romans likewife con- 
tains trong traces of this general belief. And as they 
derived their doctrines, with their origin, from Egypt 
and the eaft, if we find the fame opinion among them, 
it will ferve to confirm the interpretation given above 
to eaftern fables. The poetical hiftory of the Gods of 
Greece is fo abfurd, that it could never have formed the 
religion of any people except of the moft ignorant vul- 
gar. Accordingly, their own philofophers {peak of the 
divine nature, and the fables of their country in a very 
different way. It is probablethat this poetical mytho- 
logy was founded originally on hierogly phical reprefen- 
tations of religious tradition, and was afterwards adul- 
terated by being blended with hiftorical fables. Many 
ingenious men ‘have endeavoured to develo ope the tra- 
dition from the fable in which it is involved, and hav 
executed it with great plautibility. [ do not defign to 
enter into that field. It is too extenfive to be compre- 
hended in the plan which.I have propofed. Suffice it 
at prefent to obferve, that Juftin Martyr, who was a 
learned philofopher, as well as an eminent father of the 


church, 
* Their fupreme Deity was Bel, which is a Phenician name 
that fignifies the felf-exiftent—Adonis or Adon, fignifies Lord. 


Selden. 
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church, and who lived while the ancient religions of 
Greece and Rome were ftill flourifhing, fays exprefsly, 
in writing to the emperor Antoninus Pius, and the 
fenate, that “* all the fables which were framed concern- 
ing Mercury, Bacchus, Hercules, Perfeus, Efculapius, 
and Bellerophon, were only difguifes of fome ancient 
traditions concerning the Meffiah.”*—But the poets 
often give the popular belief more exactly than the phi- 
lofophers. Horace, in the fecond ode of his firft book, 
addreffes Apotlo in a ftile evidently derived from the 
traditionary dodrine of a Meffiah. *“* Divine ‘Apollo! 
to whom great Jove has given the function of expiating 
the fins of the world, come at length we befeech thee, 
furrounded with ciouds! Too long, alas! have wars and 
{laughter defolated the earth.”——-The fourth eclogue of 
Virgil is inftead of volumes to prove this point. The 
poet {peaks of his Apollo the Son of God, in language 
that may be almoft literally tranflated by correfponding 
predictions in the facred writings. The laft time is 
arrived, fays he, fung by the Cumzan Sybil, and the 
mighty order of ages re-commences. Now Jjuttice 
returns to the earth, and the innocence and happinefs 
that reigned in the beginning of time. A new progeny 
defcends from Heaven. [avour, O chafte Lucina! this 
infant, under whom the iron age of vice fhall firit ceafe, 
and the golden reign of peace and virtue fhall over- 
fpread the world. Now let thy Apollo reign! The 
earth fhall fpontaneoufly yield her fruits and flowers, 
and the oaks fhall drop withhoney. The time is juft 
at hand. Enter on thy great honours, dear offspring 

of Heaven—O mighty Son of the fupreme Deity !” 
Thus, in the remoteft countries of the eaft and of the 
weft, we find the expectation of a divine Saviour. In 
thofe nations where the predictions concerning him were 
recorded in facred books to which we have any acces, 
as 


* Juft. Martyr apol. fecun.ad Anton. Pium, &c. p.67—94, &¢ 
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as the books of China, the Shafter of India, and the 
fragments of the Sybilline verfes that have come down 
to our times, there is a furprizing refemblance between 
them and the prophecies of the holy fcriptures. If in 
many countries they were mifapplied through ignorance 
of their proper reference, and blended with popular fu- 
perftitions, that does not take away the radical refem- 
blance, nor deftroy the force of the argument that fha!! 
be drawn from it, for the identity and divinity of their 
origin. One circumftance deferves to be particularly 
remarked, that the Sybilline and the Chinefe predic- 
tions feemed to have fixed the era of the Meffiah’s ap- 
pearance, as well as to have foretold his charatter. A 
few years before the birth of Jefus Chrift, Virgil recites, 
from the Cumzan oracles, that the time was juft at 
hand—And he probably anticipates it a little, by ap- 
plying the predictions, with extreme flattery, to the 
fon of Pollio.—Sixty-five years after the birth of Chrift, 
the emperor Han-ming-ti, finding that the time was 
elapfed that had been affigned in their facred books for 
the appearance of the Holy One, who, according to 
the proverb which Confucius ufed to repeat from them, 
ras to be found in the weft, fent that embafiy which 
brought the idol Foe from India into China.—Such 
coincidence in time is no lefs furprizing than the other 
refemblances that have been before pointed out, and, 
like them, continually directs our view to the Saviour 


whom we adore. 
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HOR SOLITARIA, or Ejfays on fome remarkabh 
Names and Titles of Jusus Curist. 


Essay If. 
GOD, or AL, ALOAH, ALEHIM. 


, [Continued from page 103, and re 


UT our more immediate purpof e 1s to fhew, what 

relation ae name ALEHIM bears to our Lorp 

Jesus Curist, as the fecond perfon in the facred Ff. 
fence, and danas of his people. 

A covenant of grace and peace was entered into 
(fpeaking ad captunm bumanum) by the holy Trinity for 
the ha appinel sand redemption of his people. Of courfe, 
this covenant muit necefiarily be ord red in all things, 
and fure. Ifa tittle of it could fail, it would impeach 
both the wifdom and the power of Gop. The fecond 
perfon in the divine Efience was to take upon him the 
human nature; to pay in that nature a perfect obedience 
to the holy law; o atone for the tranigre flions of hi 
redeemed; toconquer Death and hin whe hath the power 
of Death, even the Devil; to rife in that human form to 
glo -y, as an incorruptible pledge and earneft of hi IS peo 
ple’s refurrection ; and to mediate in their behalf with 
the majefty onhigh. All this was and is fully accom- 
p: lifhed in that vifible and corporeal form called Fe fis of 
Nazareth. Hes afcended up on hich, having led Capti- 
vily Ca plive, and hath received gifts for men (Hed. in many 
i.e. in the humon nature for the human nature] that the 
Lorp Gop miv t dwell among them;* or, as the apot- 
ts exprefles it, jor an habitation of Gon through the Spi- 

tb 

The creat outlines of this covenant were fhadowed 


forth under the law by natural and fenfible 1 images, that 
ha 
he 


le 


* Pfalin Ixviil. 18. and Eph. iv. 8. + Eph. i. 22. 
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the things that are clearly feen and underftood, might 
lead up his people to a juft apprehenfion of the things 
that are not feen as yet, but which fhall hereafter ap- 
pear. It 1s the conftant bufinefs of Faith to direct the 
heart, from material and fenfible objects, to the im- 
material and {piritual things of Gop. For this end, 
Faith, from the beginning, was and is the /ubfance 
(hypoftafis, the fubfiftence, confidence, or foundation) 
of things hoped for, the evidence (the elenchus, demon- 
ftration, or conviction) of things not feen. Heb. xi. 1. 
It f{ubftantiates or realizes {piritual and invifible objects ; 
and, by contemplating and refting upon the promifes 
of Gop in his word, it obtains a true induction, and 
a perceptible pledge, of their abfolute certainty and 
final accomplifhment. When the Redeemer {pake to. 
Mo/es from the bufh (for e exprefsly was with the angel 
who appeared; Acts vii. 31.) he declared himfelf to be 
the Avenim of Abraham, ¢#4e ALEHim of Ifaac, and the 
Atenim of Jacob.* In a fubfequent declaration, this 
Redeemer acquainted him with his felf-exiftent and 
all-fufficient nature: and the ALeHIM /pake unto Mofes, 
and faid unto him, 1 am JeHovan; and I appeared unto 
Abraham, (John viii. 56, 58.) unto Wfaac, and unto 
Jacob, ly the name of Au SHappatr; but by my name, 
JeHovan, was I not known tothem.+ Chrift, in order 
to comfort his people under their bondage, and to aflure 
them of deliverance, afferts his own divinity and omni- 
potenice. He was not only (as if he had faid) one of 
the perfons in the Atenim who had covenanted to re- 
deem; but he was alfo truly and properly the felf- 
exiftent JeHovan, mighty to fave. Under the type 
of the external deliverance of Ijrael from Egypt, the 
Lorp exhibits the /piritual redem ption of all his elect. 
The nature and extent of this wonderful covenant of 
life and peace are fummaru} expreffed in two or three 

No. 3. C veries, 


Exod. iii. 76 + Exod, vi. 2, 3 
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verfés, following the declaration of the Redeemer’s 
divinity. I have remembered my covenant: wherefore - 
fay unto the children of Uracl, 1 am Jesaovan, and |] 
will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians 
{{piritual as well as temporal enemies,] aud I will rid 
you out of their bondage; and I will redeem you with a 
ftretched-out arm, and wiih great judgments: and I will 
take you to me for a people, and I will be to you for AvtHim; 
and ye fhall know that Iam JEHovan your ALEHIM, who 
bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which 
I did fwear to give it to Abraham, to aac, and to Jacob; 
and I will sive it you for an heritage: 1am Jinovan.* 
Thus the Redeemer is careful to aflert, and repeatedly 
declares, his own effential divinity and glory, that 
the heirs of falvation might have ftrong confolation 
and affurance in the fulfilment of all his promifes. 
He makes an appeal to their experience: ‘* Ye fhall 
know that Iam Jenovan your ALguim, becaufe | de- 
liver you from the prefent love and power of fin, as a 
pledge that I will deliver you from the eternal punifh- 
ment and dereliction which fin hath deferved. I will 
give you the everlafting heritage which Abrabam, and 
Lfaac, and Facob, now enjoy. I will dwell in you, and 
walk in you; ana I will be your GOD, and ye fhall be my 
people.”+ For this great work, JENovan, the Messrau, 
became their Aventm,t and their Saviour.§ Upon the 
account of his eternal nature, and his everlafting pur- 
pofes of grace, his covenant is termed everlafting. His 
blood. was the blood of the everlofting covenant,|| becaut 
it was coveianted from everlafting to be fhed for the re- 
deemed. Thus it is faid to Chri/?, the king of Zion, 
from Jenovan; by tbe blood of Tuy covenant [the cove- 
nant 
* Exod. vi. 5, 8. + 1« Cor. vi. 16. 
t 2 Sain. vil. 24. § Hfaiah ixi. 8. 
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i Lfaiah lv. 3. Jer. xxxil. 20, Heb. xiii. 20. 
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nant was Chri/’s, as one of the divine perfons, | Lhave 
sent forth Tuy prifoners out of the pit, wherein is no water * 
of hope or peace. The covenant was the plan, and the 
blood of ‘Fe/us the means, of human Redemption. The 
covenant may be alfo ftyled an everlaf {ting cov eoants be- 
caufe it not only exited before all worlds, and every 
idea of what we can underftand by time, as fhall alfo 
fubfitt, when the earth fhall be burnt up, and time 
fhall beno more. The mercy of the Lorn is from ever- 
lafting to everlasting upon them that fear bims+- and. be 
will fet his fantiuary in the midft of them for ever.t 

Not only the whole ceconomy of redemption demon- 
ftrates the neceffity of a covenanting, pofitive, and di- 
vine Saviour, who, in order to be divine, mutt be a 
perfon in JEHOVAH, out of whom there can be neither 
deity nor divinity: but exprefs texts of feripture, in 
great abundance, declare the Redeemer to be both Jz- 
HOV.AH in himfelf, and the ALEHim of his people. Of 
the former name we have already produced fome pre- 
cife applications to the Saviour; and a few, for the 
Jake of brevity, may fuffice for the latter. 

And Jacob bleffed Jofeph and faid, the ALeHtm who 
fed me all my life long unto this day, the ANGEL who RE- 
DEEMED me from. all evil, biefs the lads, &c.§ The 
ANGEL who redeemed Facob, was the ALEHIM who 
fed him. The word angel fignifies meflenger: and 
CurisT is ftyled the Messencer or ANGEL of the cove- 
nant,|| and the ANGEL of JeHOVAH’s prefence [ Heb. 
faces, | @ by whom JzHovan appears fo as to be known 
by his people. Thus our Lori is to be underftood 
where he fays, he that hath ? feat me, bath feen the Fa- 


ther.**  Chrift, as to his divinity, being known as a 
perfon 
“: Zech. ix. tt. + Pfalm cili. 17. 
¢ Ezek. xxxviii. 26. comp. with Eph. ii. 22. 
§ Gen. xlIvill. 15, 16. | Mal. iii. 1 
4 Lfaiah Ixiii. Q. ** Fohn xiv. g. 
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perfon in the ALenim; the undivided ALEHIM is alfy 
known with him, and cannot be known without him. © 

Behold your Aveuim will come with venseance, even 
the ALEHIM with a recompence ; he will come and fave you, 
THEN the eyes of the blind fhall be opened, &c.* 

Thefe were the figns of the advent of Chrift; and, 
when Fobn’s difciples inquired of him, whether he was 
the promifed Mefiah or not, he referred them to thee 
figns for evidences of his perfon and dignity. Curusr, 
therefore, by applying the figns, applies the name, 
which accompanies them, to himfelf. 

I am Jenovan thy ALeniM, the Hoty One of Iirael, 
thy Saviour.+ 

Thus faith Jenovan, the King of Ifrael, and his Re- 
DEEMER JEHOVAH SaBaoTH, J am the First and I am 
the Last, and befides me there is no ALEHIM.[ 

O AvEHIM of Ifrael, the Saviour.§ 

I am Jenovan; and thereis no ALEHIM befides me, a 
jut Av and the Saviour; there ts none befides me.| 

Thus faith JeHovaH thy RepeEMER, the Hoty 
One of Jrael, I am Jenovan thy ALEHIM.§ 

Thy maker is thine hufband, JzHovAH SABAoTH is his 
name, and thy RuoEEMER the Hoty One of J/rael, the 
Aveuim of the whole earth fhall he be called.** 

I am Jenovan thy Arent from the land of Egypt, 
and thou foalt know no ALeEHiM but me; for there is NO 
SAVIOUR BESIDE ME. + 

cvill joy in the ALEHImM my Saviour.{f 

The argument is fhort. No man, who profefles to 
believe the fcripture, will be bold enough to deny that 
Fefus Chrift is the Saviour. The Arians, with all their 
' abfurdities, 
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+ Tfaiah xliv. 6. § Ifaiah xlv. 15. = {j,*‘Tfaiah xiv. 21. 
¢; Ifaiah xlviil. 17. ** Tiaiah liv. 5. 

++ Hofea xiii. 4. See likewife A&s vit. 38. 1 Cor. x. 4. 
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abfurdities, confefs it. But the Saviour, upon the re- 
peated declarations of the Almighty, is and muft be 
JeHovan ALEHIM, JEHOVAH SaBaotH, JEHOVAH the 
Redeemer, and ina word, poffefies whatever is proper 
to the incommunicable name, or is peculiar to infinite 
mercy. Curist Jesus, then, /et a// men know affuredly, 
is both JEHoy AH and ALEHIM, and partakes, whatever 
the one name fignifies of power, and whatever the other 
denotes of grace. 

The ancient church were taught to expect him in 
this view. hey had no dreams of a Gon lefs than 
JeHovAH, no hope of falvation from acreature. They 
knew that Jernovanu alone could defroy among his 
chofen the face of the covering which is caft over all people, 
and the veil of unbelief and fin /pread over all nations. 
They confided in him alone to fcvallow up death in 
vidtory; and depended fimply upon him as the Aponal 
JEHOVAH, to wipe away their tears, and to take away the 


rebuke of his people from off the earth. 1n this tranfport- . 


ing view we find them exulting in his appearance; /a, 
this is our ALEHIM, we have waited for him, and be will 
fave us; this is Jenovan, we have waited for hin, we 
will be glad and rejoice in his falvation.* ‘YVhis was the 
honour they paid to their Redeemer; whom fome, that 
bear and boaft of his name, are not afhamed to degrade 
to a rank, but little, if at all, fuperior to their own. 
But we cannot err in confidering Hm as our God, who 
hath fuffered for us, when the difciple, who enjoyed 
the neareft approaches to his mafter’s bofom, hath called 
him by that name. That apoftle who was honoured 
with the laft great revelation, fays of him, hereby per- 
ceive we the love of Gon, becaufe HE HATH LAID DOWN 
HIS LIFE FOR us. 1 Johniii. 16. 

One text more fhall fuffice. 

Thy throne, O ALEHIM, és for ever and ever.+ 

An 


* Mfaiah xxv. 7, 8, 9. | Pfaim xlv. 6. 
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An infalitble expofitor applies thefe words to Fefis 
Chrift. eb. 1, 8. Now, there can be no everlaftin 
throne but the throne of an independent, felf-exiftent, 
and everlafting Being. It would be idolatrous nonfenfe 
to addrefs fuch a declaration toa mere creature. And, 
therefore, the fcripture is perfectly confiftent with itfelf, 
when it fays, in another place; Jenovan reigueth; bis 
throne ts eftabitfhed of old; be is from everlafting ;* becaufe 
the ALEHIM in the one text is JEHOVAH In the other; 
and Curist, confequently, being ALeuimM in the former 
place, is JEnovan celebrated in the latter. Nor is it 
any wonder, that the faints fhould fing his praifes, fince 
the angels are enjoined ¢o worfoip him.+ Thefe bleffed 
{pirits are called Gop’s weffengers, becaufe they do his 
will, and are ftyled fometimes Gods, becaufe they per- 
form his will in the arrangement of things, and are ever 
employed on his high behefts in. the world. And yet 
tbefe are to worfhip Fefus. ‘* What invention could 
‘* contrive a more pofitive and incontrovertible manner 
“* of calling the Son, Gon, than to fay, /et all the angels of 
“* Gop, or, let other Gods worfhip nim? What is this 
*« but to call Aim the fupreme Gop; and-manifeftly to 
«© make the diftin@tion betwixt Gov by zature and by 
*¢ office? AJl the Gods by office are to worfhip the Gop 
<< by nature. Worfbip ui all ye Gods; and this the 
‘* apoftle apnlies to Chrvift, and fays that it was fpoken 
“Sof him: and how to call.him Gop, more directly, 
“¢ cannot be imagined.” T | 

If, from doétrine and argument, we defcend to.ex- 
perience, how pregnant with confolation, how replete 
with grace and truth, are thefe divine names, Al, 
AoaH, and ALentM, aflumed by the Saviour, to the 
believing foul? What mercy and condefcenfion, be- 
yond all the demerits of fin and the thoughts of finners; 

abounded 


al 


* Pfalm xcili. 1, 2. + Heb. i. 6. 
* Leszre’s Socinien Controverfy difcuffed. Dial. 2. 
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abounded in Jenovan, when he revealed himfelf to 
his people, as their covenanting Gop? How happily 
may they reflect, that their falvation is not left to chance 
or contingencies; but that, what the Lorn has under- 
taken in their behalf from his infinite love, he will mo 
furely accomplifh by his infinite power. He never pro- 
mifed what he could not, or would not, perform. The 
foundation of Gov mutt ftand fare, though all befide 
fhould fail. He cannot recede, nor dreak his covenant, 

nor alter the thing that is gone out of his lips: and once 
(a ONCE that 1s equal toa perpetual Now) bath be fwor ib 
by his boline/s, that he will Pane the BELOVED. What 

precious words are thefe? Gop,. w “illing more acui- 
dantly to foew unto the heirs of promife the immutability 
of his council, confirmed it by an oath [Marg. inte pofed 
bimfelf by an oath,| that by two immutadle things, in 
which it was impoffible for Gon to lie, we might have a 
firong confolation, wine have fled for refuge to lay hold upcz 
the hope fet before us.* Why did he take this trouble; 
why ftoop fo low; why humble himfelf, for the fake 
of fallen apoftate man? Why engage in this cove- 
nant, and reveal this covenant engaced, for fo poor a 
hump of clay, the tottering tenement of a rebellious 
foul ? Why promife and fulfl fach and fo many mar- 
vellous bleflings for thofe who, unlefs he added the gift 
of thankfulnefs, would never thank him for one of his 
gifts, but rather abufe the goodne efs by which it was 
conferred? O, wonderful to fay ; . all was the refult of 
free, unfolicited, unthought of, grace! Man ftood in 
need of it; but neithér fousht, nor wifhed to feek, the 
bleffing. His own facacity, heightened with all the 
fubtlety of Satan, could not even have imacined If. 
Gop alone could be the i imparting author, and-man alone 

the receiving fubject, of redeeming love. The plan 
Was laid upon the everlafting throne in Eleaven; and 


see A 4 Owe 
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neither men nor devils can fruftrate its execution, though 
but in the minuteft inftance, upon earth. The cove: 
nant of Gop is as firm and ftable as the very Being of 
Gon himfelf. ? 

What joyful news fhould this be, O reader, to thee, 
and to every one, in whom the effect of this covenant 
of jifeappears? Does not thy heart burn within thee,* 
in the contemplation of its importance, and in the per- 
fuafion of thy intereft in it? What delight muft' the 
affurance of Gop’s word and {pirit give thee, that the 
ALEHIM hath conflituted for thee, even FOR THEE, an 
everlafting covenant, ordered in all things above every 
human contrivance, and /ure in all things beyond all pol- 
fible defeat? ’°Tis as well ordered, as the wifdom of 
Gop could make it; and ’tis-as fure and fafe, as the 
power of Goncan keep it. Nota tittle or iota can fail; 
not aname, once written therein, fhall be ever blotted 
out. Curist is thy ALEHIM, who cannot deny hin- 
felf. Ponder then upon his bleffed names and uncreated 
nature, each replete with grace, and all confirmed by 
truth. Thy hopes will ftand firm upon a bafis, fo 
tranfcendent and durable, fo illuftrious and everlafting. 
Remember, happy manor happy woman, thou art pri- 
vileged to feek, not mere uncovenanted mercy, as fome 
pretend to feek, who indeed are without hope and without 
Gop in the world; but ftipulated, promifed, and pur- 
chafed grace—Grace that could not be obtained dy thee, 
and that cannot be taken from thee. It is thy privilege 
too to feek thy bleffings, not from a mere awful, infinite, 
and fupreme Being, whofe amazing perfections might 
damp a guilty foul with terror; but from a meek, acom- 
paffionate, a fraternal Saviour, who can fympatbize with 
thy feelings, and relieve thy wants. He is indeed J 5 
HOVAH by nature; but he is alfo ALEHIM In covenant, 
and Jesus by grace. The laft name foftens the burn- 


ing 


* Luke xxiv. 32. 
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ing glories of the firft, and through the medium of a 
nature in all things like their own, raifes up his people 
into communion with Gop, through their union to 
himfelf. Lean then upon this beloved, upon this di- 
vine and covenanted Saviour, alone. And if he hath 
given thee a real and folid wifh to lean upon him, it 
is a fure and infallible pledge, which none but his Spr- 
r1T could beftow, that thou fhalt poffefs his perfon, 
and all the glories annexed, in the heaven of heavens 
forever. To win Chrift, is the greateft gain ; to know 
Chrift, is the fublimeft knowledge; and to live upon 
Chrift, is the happieft life below: and it is the fame 
enjoyment, life, and knowledge, carried on to the high- 
eft perfection of nature and place, which thou fhalt par- 
take of above. Sing then, thou redeemed, with the 
Pfalmift; this ALEHIM is my ALEHIM for ever and ever ; 
he will be my guide even unto death:* or, with the enrap- 
tured prophet: Gopzs my falvation; I will truft and not 
be afraid, for JAH JEHOVAH 25 my ferength and my fong ; 
he alfo is become my falvation.+ 


Salvation from my Jesus flows; 

His cov’nant muft for ever ftand: 

Nor can the fierceft of foes 

Force me from his Almighty hand. 
Surely my foul, by fuch a Saviour bleft, 
Cannot defpair of everlafting reft. 


* Pfalm xlviil. 14. + Ifaiah xii. o, 
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for the United States Chriftian Magazine. 
LETTERS ON INFIDFLITY. 


[ Tranflated from the German. ] 


PREFACE. 

I love religion as much as I do my own bappinefs, and I 
i“ vey it with the fame eye with which a traveller, who 
Sees di fferent ways before him, feeks the right way. 
‘Here are the f fruits of my meditations. They were ori- 
ginally letters, in which I was accuftomed to communicate 
to a dear friend every thing that I objerved from time to 
time, that I reckoned worthy of attention; and I publih 
them in their original form of letters, as I think that 

truth always appears moft lovely in the plaineft drefs. 

If men would make tt a law to themfelves, never to write 
Git aity fiebjett, on which they couid f ay nothing : aapet: 
tance, that had not been faid long before, fo many whale 
fs hems would not bave been written. Ther ae a: 
fore, need not wonder that be finds only a adhe rticles in 
this collection, the reafon of which was only that I 
thouzht 1 could not fay any thing of equat 5 importance 
on the other truths of the cp rithion yelizion. 

Praétical chriftianity is the only true chriftianity, and if 
one is once convinced of this, he will be much difpofed to 
turn all bis diligence that way. ** How little did the 
‘© heathens kiow of God? yet bow much did not they 
‘© often do! On the other band, how much does a ony 
“tian know of God? and how little does he do! 
The following letters were occafioned by this obfervgtion, 
and their objedt is too intere/tinz for me not to continue 
to meditate on it; but it will de pend on the judgment of 
my reader, ects er I fhall continue to write on tt. 


LETTER 
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LETTER I. 
Dear FRienpD, 


Jy MUST acknowledge that I was in fome degree con- 
] cerned for you when you exchanged the little piace 
of your former abode for the famous city in which you 
now are. ou know how difficult it 1s for a man, 
neither to fee the world too Iitile nor too much: Only 
I obferve, from what you write, that I have nothing 

to fear for you on that head. 

When one has once found the proper ftation from 
which a picture can be viewed, he may, without incon- 
veniency or hazard of miftake, remove from one corner 
to another. You will fee the fair zothing of luxury in a 
thoufand different attitudes, and a thoufand fools that 
are bewitched by it, willing to be envied by you; but I 
can eafily imagine with whata pitying look you will fate ‘vey 
them, as you did not go'to fee people of this fort. How 
eagerly will you haften away from them to the unadorned 
and quiet clofets of the learned, where-there is not much 
to be feen, but a great deal to be learned? And how 
many great tiedee men does yourcity contain?’ I think 
I fee your eyes fixed on the lips of the great man whom 
you went to vifit: and that-you always look greater in 
proportion as your mind is enlarged, fo that it is dif- 
ficult not to envy you at prefent. 

But can you expect, my friend, that your foul will 
find entire fatisfaGtion from this great man? I doubt 
it. Socrates was not called the great, but the wife. 
You may expec to go away from many a Jearned ae 
jutt fuch as you came to him. But the foul may be 
happy with the wife, when it is wearied with the learn- 
ed. Pray inform me of the wife men of your city, for 
I know your learned men already. Exert yourfelf not 
fo much to become what man may become, but to be- 


come 
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come what man ought to be, and preferve your fair foul 
from the enthufiafm of the learned. 

But I muft talk with you at greater length. There 
are fome learned men who are a!l mathematics, others 
that are all hiftory, and others that are all metaphy- 
fics. What fort of men are thefe? Men who, if | 
may fay fo, exift, not by themfelves, but only by their 
learning ; as with them the man is only the accident, and 
learning the fubftance. They have fo many things to 
think on, that they have not time to wi// any thing, fo 
that they have never advanced one foot in the way of 
their duties, and one can almoft as little fay of them that 
they have performed any of their duties, as that they 
have tranfgrefled them. They are nothing but know- 
ledge; and knowledge, properly fpeaking, is neither 
good nor bad. Now you may eafily judge how great 
a man can be, who is neither good nor bad. Yet it is 
diverting to obferve how people go to work, in order to 

#ve a character to thefe great men after their deaths, 
who had none in their lite-time. They make ufe of 
arbitrary aflociations, and {cle¢t the greateft virtues that 
they can think of, tor the great man, with which, ifhe 
had them, he would indeed be not a little adorned. 
They boaft of his reverence for the Deity, if he was 
only never heard to {coff atreligion. ‘Vhey boatt of his 
affability and his humanity, only becaufe he was never 
known to have beaten any of his neighbours. And 
how lucky is it that application and induftry are of the 
number of the virtues! for on thefe the panegyrift may 
enlarge at pleafure, becaufe here truth {peaks in favour 
of the deceafed. At laft his refignation to the divine will 
is magnified, merely becaufe he did not live one moment 
longer than it was the will of God that he fhould live! 

Wifdom is therefore the greateft and the trueft merit 
of men. Itisthe way to human happinefs. It is that 


which is to be moft efteemed in men. Wifdom is the 
art 
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art of willing that which we ought to will, and learning 
is only the art oF; knowing that which man is capable 
of knowing. Now, if man confifted only of an under- 
ftanding, but potfefied no will, and no defires, learning 
would then be his whole happineis, and likewife his wif- 
dom. But learning and wifdom are different from 
each other, that a learned man may often bea fool, and 
an unlearned man may be wife. A learned man, who 
is not wife, is like a man whofe head 1s of a monftrous 
bignefs, and his body, the body of a dwarf, and the 
greater that his learni ing is, he is a greater montter. 
You know that it is an unnatura! ftate, when the blood 
runs too ftrongly to the head; but the condition of a 
Jearned man, who is not wile, is not iefs preternatural 
‘in the moral world. He is aman who, while he has 
been ufing his underftanding, has. loft the ufe of his 
will. Ho: w well then can he be? No better than a 
man whofe veins in his head are ready to burft by fulnefs 
of blood, while his feet are ftiff with cold. 

When I confider what its to be afcribed to a man of 
learning, and to a wife man, I find that decency, and the 
overcoming of floth, is all thatcan beafcribed to a learned 
man: and when I enquire into the powers that overcome 
this obftacle, I find that a ftrong natural capacity and a 
great deal of ambition are fufficient far putting the ma- 
chine of the underftanding in motion. Now, the firft of 
thefe can in no proper fenfe be i imputed to any man, as 
providence deals it out at it p sleafes. Ambition, there- 
fore, muft be brought into the account. Do vou fay 
alone? 1s it then fo difficult to be ambitious, eff pecially 
When our natural capacity fets honour fo vifibly b sefore 
us? But now let us likewife enquire what the wife 
man has in his favour that muft be afer: ibe d to him. 
In the firft place, a fufficient illumi: ination of the ee 
ftanding ; and, fecondly, the infinitely d ficult bufinefs of 
diredting the will. Confider, that the wil! mutt be able 

to 
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to will what it wills, and that nothing except what 1 
have willed, can be properly afcribed tome. But now 
you will fay to me, how many will tell you that the will 
fometinmies wrlls what it would not, and does not wil 
what it would? 


video meliora, proboque, 
Deteriora fequor. 


Here is the labyrinth of learning and wifdom. The 
unprefcribable rights of folly extend over all mankind, 
and its followers are much more numerous than is com- 
monly fuppofed. But if it gave no fatisfaction, it would 
foon be deprived of its power. 

You know, my friend, how highly I value the learn- 
ed. Under no other condition than this, that the writ- 
ings of the learned inftruct and pleafe me; I fay, under 
no other condition than this, that I am fo willingly in 
their company and am almoft conftantly found among 
them, can I allow myfelf to be reckoned in their num- 
ber. So highly doleitteemthem. I imitate that author 
who telis us that he read the ancients with reverence, 
and the moderns without envy. But learning fhall 
never be more valued by me than wifdom. It is indeed 
the neareft ftep to wifdom; for among all things that 
can be imagined, I know none that approaches fo near 
to wifdom, as learning does. From Jearning there 1S 
only aftep to wifdom; but alas! there is alfo but a ftep 
to-folly. And to exprefs its relation very briefly, what 
knowledge is to the other faculties of the foul, that 1s 
wifdom with regard to learning. It is the director of 
men. Learning without wifdom is like the fwift mo- 
tion of a fhip that has loft its rudder. A learned man, 
who is not wife, ought to be as much pitied as admired. 

As in the hiftory of nations, fometimes heroes, and 
fometimes public benefactors arife, fo fometimes abitt- 


ties, and fometimies moral virtues: are moft efteemed. 
Our 
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Our age feems to be the age of talents. And although 
it Bkewile moralizes on every thing, that is no contr a- 
diction to what I have faid of it. The metaphyfician 
moralizes, and applies to the hearts of his readers, when 
he cannot convince their underftanding. The hiftorian 
morafizes; and what better can he do, when he has not 
much to relate. The ancients exerted their eloquence 
in order to reform men’s manners. But we feem to talk 
of the reformation of manners, only to fhow our 
eloquence. It is well done to ftudy seometry, not in 
order to meafure, but in order to learn to think juftly. 
But it is very wrong, when men only talk of morals, to 
exercife their eloquence. Such a thing might perhaps 
be fit for ftudents of moral philofophy i in an exercife, but 
not for a man to whom virtue is facred. When I read 
the old orators, I can obferve that it was not their ob- 
ject, merely to be admired. This would not content 
them; they expected actions, and not applaufes. An 
orator who produces no other effect in the minds of his 
hearers, except to make them admire him, deferves 
not the name of an orator. Eloquence 1s never more 
beautiful than when it draws the hearers away from the 
orator to the things which he recommends. They 
ought not to have time to admire the orator, but to be 
employed about themfelves. They ought to forget 
the orator for his fubjet; and an honeft orator wifhes 
to be forgotten. When will we begin to eftimate the 
ftrenoth of our eloquence by the greatnefs of its effects? 
I know no other ftandard, and the ancients knew no 
other. Do you know any other? For my own part 
at leaft, although the world had read with admir 2 
twenty volumes of my fermons, I would doubt notwitl 

ftanding, whether I had fulfille rules of facred NG 


d the 
quence, On the other hand, if I had, by my fermons, 
made only ten finners become good n ee T would think 
the value of my eloquence far better decided. But 
more of this a fter' wards. 
(To be continued. ) 
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For the United States Chriftian Magazine. 
THOUGHTS on UNIVERSAL SALVATION; 


HE Arminian maintains, that Chrift died equally 
for all men, but that all will not partake of the 
bleilings of falvation through him. The Univerfalift 
alfo maintains, that Chrift died for all men; but he, 
more confiftently, likewife maintains, that all fhall finally 
te faved.. If-I believe that the redemption which is 
in Jefus Chrift contemplated the whole human race, | 
will neceffarily believe that the application of this re- 
demption will be as extenfive as the defign and purchak. 
For the purpofe of God muft and will ftand. 

There are two confiderations which particularly in- 
duce the pious and benevolent mind to lend a favourable 
ear to the doctrine of univerfal falvation. The firft is, 
that it feems to do honour to what are called the milder 
attributes of Deity: to his clemency and love, his mercy 
and grace. My reply to this fhall be in the words of 
the Rev. Mr. Palmer, minifter of Hackney, in his dii- 
courfes on truth. 

“ Though the benevolence of Deity is as evident 2s 
his exiftence, they are cértainly miftaken in their ideas 
of it, who fuppofe that the effects of it are unlimited, 
or that the difplays of it are not regulated by wifdom, 
and a regard to the rules of rectitude. 

‘© A God all mercy were a God unjuft.” 

T he great governor of the univerfe is to be confidered 
as acting towards his reafonable creatures in his rectoral 
capacity, with a view to the good of the fubjects of his 
moral government at large. And he is no more bound 
to exercife his mercy towards offenders, in the greatef 
poflible extent, than earthly magiftrates are. It agro 
: un 








CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 189 


him to difplay the purity of his nature, and maintairf 
the dignity of his law and government; at the fame 
time that he fhews mercy towards his rebellious crea- 
tures. We areaffured that he is a juft God, as well as 
_a Saviour, and that he declares bis righteoufnefs, as well 
-as his mercy, in the remiffion of fins. If, therefore, any 
{cheme of doétrine fo reprefents his goodnefs and com- 
paflion, as to impeach his wifdom and fully his rectitude, 
we may pronounce it erroneous; and that fet of opinions 
bids the faireft to be the truth, by which the holinefs 
and mercy of God are made to harmonize, and both 
unite to difplay his wifdom.” 

The other confideration to which I referred is, that 
it carries in it the appearance of much benevolence to 
our fellow men. The idea of a fellow-creature fuffering 
an eternity of mifery, is, indeed, overwhelming to the 
mind. But when we fet up our own limited and partial 
knowledge as the fiandard by which to judge of the 
divine difpenfations and government, and, at the fame 
time, fuffer it to be perverted by our feelings, we are 
in danger of the grofleft deception. The wanderings 
of the human mind, in fpeculation, are endlefs; and 
its errors, oft-times, many and great. There is no 
method of arriving at a fatisfactory or fafe conclufion 
in fuch cafes, but by having recourfe to the oracles of 
divine truth, and fubjecting our reafonings and our faith 
to their infallible decifions. In this way the argument, 
I apprehend, may be reduced to a very narrow com- 
pafs, and brought to a fpeedy iffue. I fhall reft what 
I have to fay upon this point on the few following con- 
fiderations. 

1. Though, ds is evident from the connection and 
the fubjeSts to which they refer, the terms ever, and 
verlafting, are fometimes ufed in fcripture in a re- 
ftritted fenfe,and import a limited duration; yet, they 
are, alfo, frequently ufed to denote a duration without 
reftriction, and without end. 
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2. Our Lord Jefus Chrift, who is conftituted judge 
of the quick and the dead, in giving us the final fen- 
tence which fhall be pafied on the righteous and the 
wicked, has made ufe of the fame term to exprefs the 
duration of the happinefs of the one, and of the mifery 
of theother. The pafiage to which I particularly refer 
is that in Matt. xxv. 46. ‘* Thefe fhall go away into 
everlafting punifhment; and the righteous into life eter- 
nal.””?. The word rendered everlafting, and eternal, in 
our verfion, is the fame in the original. 

3. The fame terms in the originals, which are ufed - 
to denote the perpetuity of the divine exiftence, are 
ufed to denote the perpetuity of the happinefs of the 
righteous, and of the mifery of the wicked. 

4. The ftrongeft and mot unequivocal terms which 
either the Hebrew or Greek languages, in which the 
{criptures were originally written, afford to denote 
a duration without end, are ufed in both to declare, 
that the happinefs of the righteous, and the mifery of 
the wicked, will be interminable. 

Thefe confiderations appear to me a fufficient foun- 
dation of faith on this point, and to afford a full an- 
{wer to whatever can be advanced on the oppofite fide. 
And I fully agree with Archbifhop Tillotfon, in his 
fermon on this fubject, where he fays, ‘* That the 
eternal punifhment of wicked men in another world 1s 
plainly threatened in feripture:” that ‘ this is a terri- 
ble punifhment which the juft God hath threatened to 
the workers of iniquity; and that in as plain words as 
ean be ufed to exprefs any thing :” that, ‘‘confidering in 
what terms the threatenings of the gofpel are exprefled, 
we have all the reafon in the world to believe that the 
punifhment of finners in the other world will be ever- 
lafting: that all the prudence in the world obliges us 
to believe that he is in good earneft, and will execute 
thefe threatenings upon them: and that it cannot be 

imagined 
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_ ymagined that, in the fame revelation which declares 
thefe threatenings, any intimation fhould be given of 
the abatement or non-execution of them.” 

Though I can by no means agree with this worthy 
prelate in fome things which he has advanced on this 
{ubject ; as where he alledges, that God poffefles a 
difpenfing power with refpect to his threatenings, and 
is not obliged to execute them; and that there is this 
remarkable difference between his promifes and threat- 
enings, that he is bound to perform the one, but not 
to execute the other. J believe, that, as a God of truth, 
he 1s equally bound to fulfil both, according to the te- 
norof them. The inftance of the threatened deftruc- 
tion of Nineveh, which he alledges, and any others ofa 
fimilar kind which can be adduced, are altogether fo- 
reign from the purpofe. Before they will apply, it muft 
be proved, that thefe threatenings, as thofe made 
againft finners in this life, are conditional, that there 
will be room for repentance, and a difpenfation of mer- 
cy and grace in the ftate to which the finner will then 
be fentenced. 

In fhort, the whole of the good man’s reafonings 
upon this point appear to me to be very fallacious, and 
unhappily exprefied; and to involve in them ideas de- 
rogatory to the perfection, character, and word of Je- 
hovah,  — 

It 1s worthy of notice here, that Do¢tor Chauncey, 
one of the ableft advocates for the doctrine of Univerfal 
Salvation, at the conclufion of what he adduces in di- 
rect proof of it, makes this candid confeflion: ** After 
all, I may be miftaken. It muftbe acknowledged there 


is not fo much faid in the facred Writings refpecting it, | 


at leaft, in plain and explicit language, as to leave no 
room for doubt.” 

In order to his being happy, man mutt have his fins 
remitted, and his nature fanctified. Andif there be a 


reprieve 
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reprieve from hell, it muft be on one, or the other ot 
the following principles. Either his fufferings muft be 
effectual to change his difpofition, and be accepted as 
an adequate atonement for his fins: or they who are 
in this ftate are ftill under a difpenfation of mercy and 
orace. , | 

That theirfufferings do not atone for their fins, is 
evident from the declarations of the apoftle. «If 
righteoufnefs come by the law,” either by obeying its 
precepts, or enduring its penalty, “* then is Chrift dead 
in vain. For if there had been a law given which could 
have given life,” in either of thefe ways, “ verily righ- 
teoufnefs fhould have been by the law.” 

That afflictions and fufferings are often ufed, asa 
mean in the hand of the Spirit of God, both in the con- 
viction and converfion of finners, and: for the improve- 
ment of the believer in the divine life, is readily granted: 
but that fuffertngs are, in their own nature, qualified to 
produce any fuch effects, is denied. Inftead of melie- 
rating, they tend to exafperate and harden. We read of 
Ahaz, that “in the time of his diftrefs did he trefpafs 
yet more againft the Lord.” We read alfo of thofe ** men 
who were fcorched with great heat, and blafphemed 
the name of God, which hath power over thefe plagues: 
and they repented not to give him glory; and they 
knawed their tongues for pain, and blafphemed the 
God of heaven, becaufe of their pains and their fores, 
and repented not of their deeds.” 

Will then the virtue of the blood of Chrift, and the 
influences of his fpirit and grace, be extended to the 
regions of the damned? Let the feriptures determine. 
God has declared, ‘* My fpirit fhall not always ftrive 
with man.” The cafe of Efau, ** who, for one mortel 
of meat, fold his birthright, and afterward, when he 
would have inherited the bleffing, was rejected; for 


he found no place for repentance, though he ena 
: carefully 
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carefully with tears;” is juftly confidered as an em- 
blem of the Seiedion of the finner who, for the plea- 
fures of fin, rejects the heavenly inheritance. ce ity? 
faith the apoftie, ‘* we fin wilfully, after that we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
rio more facrifice for fin.” Weare exhorted to.‘ feek 
the Lord while he may be found, and to call upon him 
while he ts near: > olainly i empor ting, that there is atime 
coming when he will be far of and not to be found: 
when ‘* they fhall call upon him, but he will not an{wer; 
and feek him earneftly, but fhal! not find him: when he 
that made them will not have mercy on them, and he 
that formed them will fhew them no favour.” I will 
only add the final fentence as it ftands near the clofe of 
the fcripture canon: “ He that is unjuft, let him be 
unjuft fti!l: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy ftill: 
and he that 1s righteous, let him be righteous ftill: and 
he thatis holy, let him be holy fill.” 

I would afk the zealous advocates for the doétrine of 
univerfal reftoration, what are the advantages propof- 
ed from the belief or propagation of it? Is fin ruinous 
to our prefent peace and comfort, as well as productive 
of future wretchednefs? Can mankind be too foon 
detached from it? Is religion calculated to make us 
happy? Are “ wildom’ s ways, ways of pleafantnefs, 
and all her paths, pe: ace? Is the work of righteoufnefs 
peace, and the effect of righteoufnefs quietnefs and af- 
furance forever?” Can we, too foon, efcape from the 
wrath tocome, and fecure our eternal interefts? Will 
not the pleafures of fin, which are unfatisfying, and but 
for 2 moment, upon the principles of the generality of 
thofe who embrace this dosteine, be dearly bought by 
the punifhment which they incur? Let the following 
Guery by the aeons be wellweighed: ‘* What fruit 
had’ ye then, in thofe things whereof ye are now afham- 
ed; for the end of thefe things is death?” 


If 
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If the belief of an eternity of mifery, as the necef. 
fary confequence of a continuance in fin, proves, to ma- 
ny, an ineffectual reftraint from the indulgence of it; 
is the belief of the contrary dofrine calculated to pro- 
duce a more falutary effet? Who are they, generally, 
who are moft ready to embrace thefe principles? The 
upright, the devout, the confcientious, the humble 
chriftian ? Or thofe of corrupt principles and licentious 
practices? Thofe who have been converted from the 
error of their ways? Or thofe who hold faft their ini- 
guities, and will not let them go? 

Toconclude. They who act upon the oppofite be- 
lief, certainly act the wifeft part. At all events, they 
are fafe. On the contrary, fhould any, prefuming upon 
a reprieve from future punifhment, in dire& oppof- 
tion to the exprefs declarations of God’s holy word, 
live in the indulgence of fin, and in the neglect of the 
concerns of their fouls and eternity, and dying in im- 
penitence and unbelief, find thefe expectations ground- 
lefs, their caufe will be irremediable. Their happi- 
nefs, their hopes, their all is loft forever. 

A. 





Memoirs of the Vifcounte/s Glenorchy. 
{From a Supplement to Dr. Gillies’ Hiftorical Collections. ] 


MONG tthe friends and ornaments of religion, 

WitHELMinaA MaxweE tt, Lapy GLENORCHY, 
holds a confpicuous place. She was the, younger of 
two daughters left by William Maxwell, Efquire, of 
Prefton, a gentleman of confiderable fortune in Dum- 
friesfhire. The eldeft was married to the Earl of Su- 
therland; the youngeft, of whom we treat, to John 
Lord Vifcount Glenorchy, only fon of the Earl of 
Breadal bane. 


Lady 
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_ Lady Glenorchy was formed by providence for a 
fuperior place in fociety. Her underftanding was na- 


_turally ftrong and capacious, and her memory reten- 


tive. Her mind was polifhed by a liberal education, 
and richly furnifhed with ideas by extenfive reading 
and obfervation. Her perfon was agreeable, her man- 
ner engaging, her fancy brilliant, and attended by a 
conftant flow of fpirits and good humour. Born to 
wealth, and allied to a rich and noble houfe, fhe was 
fitted to make a diftinguifhed figure among the great, 
and to fhine in courts. But as Mofes, when he was 
come to years, refufed to be called the fon of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, choofing rather to fuffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a 
feafon, efteeming the reproach of Chrift greater riches 
than the treafures of Egypt: In like manner, fhe, in all 
the bloom of youth, with all worldly pleafures at her 
command, laid herfelf, her fortune, her honours and 
her talents, at the foot of the crofs of Jefus. 

About the 23d year of her age fhe was vifited with 
ficknefs; in recovering from which, her thoughts were 
involuntarily turned to the firft queftion and anfwer of 
that form of found words which is given in the Af 
fembly’s Catechifm: ‘* What is the chief end of man? 
It is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.”— 
Mufing on thefe words, they arrefted her attention, and 
naturally led her to put to herfelf the important que- 
ries: Have I anfwered the defign of my being ? Have 
I glorified God? Shall I enjoy him for ever? 

Reviewing her life of thoughtlefs gaiety, fhe found 
there was no connexion between fuch conduc and the 
glorifying and enjoying God; and that confequently, 
hitherto, fhe had not anfwered the chief end of her ex- 
iftence. Her confcience was awakened ; and, for a con- 
fiderable time, fhe laboured under that anxiety and fear 
which ufually attend fuch a ftate of mind. 

| But, 
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But, on reading the 5th chapter of the Epiftle to 
the Romans, fhe difcovered the way whereby the 
Great God could be juft, and yet the juftifier of the 
believer in Jefus. She believed; her underftanding 
was enlightened, her confcience relieved, and her mind 
reftored to peace. The fruits of her feith foon gave 
the moft unequivocal evidence to the truth of the hap. 
py change which had taken place in her mind. For 
fome time fhe endeavoured to avoid the ridicule 
which attends’ true religion, by concealing it, and 
mingling in the foctetv and amufements to which fhe 
had been accuftomed; but fhe foon found it impoffible 
to fupport the fpirit and practice of religion, and at 
the fame. time be conformed to the manners of the 
world. She therefore openly avowed her religion, and 
renounced the finful enjoyments of the world. From 
this time her whole lite was one continued courfe of 
devotion: ber clofet was a little fanctuarv for God, to 
which fhe habitually retired with avidity and pleafure. 
In her family there was always an altar for God, and 
from which, with the morning and the: vening, regularly 
afcended focial prayer and praife. Sh> ioved the houfe 
of God; and the moft painful circumftance of her 
frequent ill health, in the laft years of her life, was, 
her being’ detained by it from public worfhip. Well 
acquainted with men and things, her converfation was 
full of good fenfe and information: It was often much 
enlivened by good-humoured pleafantry; but it always 
vas pious atid fpiritual, always expreffive of the high 
fenfe fhe had of the excellence and importance of re- 
ligion, and of her anxiety for its promotion. With 
peculiar pleafure fhe always fpoke of the perfon or 

lace in which it appeared to flourifh; and with evi- 
dent pain, of thofe in which it was otherwife. The 
fincerity of her religious principles was eftablifhed ov 


her actions. She was not of thofe ** who fav, but 
6c Co 
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© do not.” She built fome places of public worfhip at 
very confiderable expence. In Edinburgh, fhe ereé- 
ed a Jarge handfome chapel, which will hold two thou- 
_ fand people, and which has, for many years, been at- 
tended by a numerous congregation, and which has 
now two clergymen, minifters in communtoh with the 
church of Scotland, as its paftors. To this chapel 1 1S 
added a free-{chool, to teach reading, vriting and. 
arithmetic, and which fhe ahead, The chapel and 
{chool together, has not coft lefs than five or fix thou- 
fand paede, She erected and endowed : a a charch 
at Strathfillan, in the parifh of Killin, on the eftate of 
Lord Breadaibane: and fhe had sas ground, in 
conjunction with the late Lady Henrietta Hope, for 
building a place of worfhip at the Hot-weils, Briftol; 
and which, by her directions, has been executed by 
her executrix fince her death, by avery neat and com- 
modious houfe being built there, called Hope Chapel. 
In order to introduce and fupport the Gofpel, fhe pur- 
chafed a very neat chapel at Matlock, in Derbyfhire; one 
meeting-houfe at Carlfle, another at Workington, in 
Cumberland, and a third at Newton Burhill, in Devon- 
fhire: all thefe fhe left in the hands of truftees, or to her 
executrix, for their original purpofe. She united with 
others alfo in purchafing nine nie in different 
parts of England. To fome able and faithful minifters, 
whofe congregations were in poor circumftances, fhe 
paid the whole of their falaries; to others, a ftated an- 
nual fum in part; to many, occafional dona ations; as fhe 


faw them needful. She educated many young men of 


piety for the holy miniftry. Senfible that ignorance 
and trreligion, idlenefs and vice, go together, fhe found- 


ed and endowed fchools, and fet on foot manufactories 

es the poor. In private, the widow and the father- 
lefs, the flanger and the ciftre{ed, experienced her 

abundant beneficence. ‘To enable her to profecute thele 
No. 3. } {fchemes 
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fchemes of benevolence, fhe herfelf carefully looked in- 
to all her affairs, and ftudied the ftri@eft ceconomy ; 
and though her drefs, her table, her attendants, her 
equipage, always correfponded to her ftation, yet fhe 
denied herfelf the fplendour which her fortune and rank 
could well have afforded and excufed. She knew the 
world too well, not to expect its latred and reproach for 
a zealous and confiftent profeffion of the gofpel; but 
her natural fortitude, and greatnefs of foul, and the 
force of religion on her heart, rendered this of {mall 
confequence in her eftimation: more than meft Chrif- 
tians, fhe gloried in the crofs of Chrift. The falfe- 
hood andill-nature which fome time were propagated 
againft her, fhe made the fubjeét of the moft refined 
and innocent pleafantry. Full of plans for the glory 
of God, and good of men, and bufy in the profecu- 
tion of them, this excellent lady arrived in Edinburgh 
from Bath, where fhe had fpent the winter, in the be- 
ginning of the fummer 1786. Her friends obferved, 
with concern, her declining ftate of health. She fpoke 
much to them of death, and of her perfuafion that, with 
her, it was near; and uniformly exprefled her fatisfac- 
tion and joy at the profpect. Her converfation was 
neverthelefs as eafy, pleafant and cheerful, as ever. 
Religion, in her, was not the production of gloom, et- 
ther during the progrefs, or in the near views of the 
termination of life. Almoft her laft words were, “ If 
this is dying, it is the eafieft thing imaginable.” Dil- 
eafe prevailed, and, not many hours afterwards fhe ex- 
pired, on Monday, the 17th July, 1786, and of her 
may be faidin truth, what with equal propriety cannot 
be faid of every departed Chriftian, ** Her path was 
as the fhining light, which thines brighter and brighter 


23 


ady Glenorchy was interred, agreeably to her own 
4 | 


in2 vaultin the centre of her chapel in Edin- 
burgh. 
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burgh. ~She left 5000l. to the fociety in Scotland, for 
propagating Chriftian Knowledge ; ; 5000). for the edu- 
cation of young men for the miniftry in England, and 
other religious purpofes; and the creater part of the 
reft of her fortune, which was confiderable, for pious 
and charitable ufes. 






am me - = = 
oS Se 


Brief Memoirs of Ledy Henrietta Hope. 
[From the fame. ] 


N the lift of thofe who, in the prefent century, have 
not only proved grace in the reality of its exiftence 
but have alfo fhown it forth in the evidence of its ope- 
ration, Lapy Henrietta Hope juftly claims the 
privilege of enrolment: fhe was third daughter of John 
Earl of Hopetoun. 

There can hardly be a ftronger, and certainly not 
fo amiable, a criterion of a perfon’s worth and good 
qualities, as their being the object of general affection 
and efteem in the particular place of their habitual re- 
fidence. Eftimating by this rule, Lady Henrietta 
Hope pofleffed indifputable pretenfions to the moft fa- 
vourable reprefentation; for fhe was univerfally be- 
loved by all around her where fhe refided. This af- 
feftion, from fuperiors and inferiors, 1s a circumftance 
always honourabie, and rendered peculiarly fo in fome 
fituations. 

Lady Henrietta Hope, by nature, was formed for 
eminence. Pofieffed of a ftrong, clear underftanding 

and found judgment; much improved by reading, con- 
verfation, deep thought, and obfervation, fhe gave 

early prefages of proving highly ufeful and ornamental 
to fociety, if permitted to fee thofe years necefiary for 
maturing the powers of the human mind; and the 
ereat ex pectations formed by her friends were not dif- 
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appointed. She pofieffed the niceft moral fenfe, 2 heart 
for friendfhip, a keen fenfibility of human pain, with 
an unceafing defire to relieve, or at leaft alleviate, in 
every poffible way, the variegated diftrefles of her fel- 
Jow-creatures. Yet, though favoured with a mind 
thus enriched with every virtue of the moral charac- 
ter, united to the moft amiable difpofitions and engag- 
ing manners, it was not till her tw enty-fifth year, that 
Lady nAgaHettA Hope began to inquire about the great 
realities of eternity. At that time, an impreffion con- 
cerning the one thing needful was made upon her mind, 
which never after was effaced. -Her own words upon 
this fubjeét, at that memorable period, are, ‘*O to 
grace how great a debtor! Called at firft out of no- 
thing ; and. aiter twenty-five years obfi tinacy and re- 
bellion, awakened from a ftate of fin, mif ery, and death, 
and brought to the light of the glorious gofpel, to the 
knowledge of Jefus Chrit revealed therein, and (though 
by flow degrees, through various mazes, manifold 
temptations and fundry trials, may 1 not, in all humui- 
ty fay) to good hopes through grace; how fhall I 
praife the riches of that grace which has abounded 
towards me!” 

Being thus brought from darknefs to light, and her 
mind relieved from anxiety refpecting her own flate, 
the language of her heart was that of the Royal Pfalm- 
itt: «© What fhall I render unto the Lord?” Be- 
lieving it her duty, and viewing it as her privilege, fhe 
made an entire dedication of herfelf, with all fhe had, 
or ever fhould ftand poffefled of, to that great and 
gracious Being who had dealt fo bountifully with her, 
Nor did fhe ever breathe a wifh to recal ‘the folemn 
deed: no; the refidue of her life, by its uniform te- 
nor, proved the facrifice, not only fincere, but univer- 
fal, in fo far as her Geevatizi would permit. 


The deepeft humility marked Lady Henrietta Hope’s 
characier, 
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character, almoft to excefs. From principle, fhe courted 
the fhade, though her mind, formed by natural and ac- 
uired abilities, fitted her for fhining as a bright ex- 
ample of the transforming power of fovereign grace, 
united to every requifite for filling the moft uleful fta- 
tion 1n the Chriftian line. From this excefs of the moft 
-amiable virtue, the publice > eye difcovered but afew of the 
numerous inftances of her generous and judicious exer- 
tions for the caufe of relivrion j in particular, and the ge- 
neral good of her fellow creatures at large, as fhe gene- 
rally acted through the medium of others, who, the be- 
lieved, (from overrating their abilities as fhe depreciated 
her own) were better qualified to appear on the ftage 
of life, as the witneffes of Jefus ; but, though unknown 
to many,. they are al] noted in the divine records, and 
will, ere. long, be read aloud before an affemb!ed world. 
Suffice it to fay, Lady Henrietta ies; on many occafi- 
ons, united with others, and gave la rgely, both of ju- 
dicious counfel and pecuniary aid, towards erecting cha- 
pels, building fchools, and endowing them, together 
with extenfive, both occafional and ftated, provifion for 
the poor and diftrefied of every defcription; while fhe 
ufed her influence with thofe in the highs er walks of life, 
to gain them over to the interefts of vital experimental 
religion; for which ihe was wel! quali ifed, not only as 
holding forth by example the word of life in the moft 
amiable light, but alfo from a thorough acquaintance 
with the doctrinal and preceptive ps irts of the holy reli- 
gion fhe profefled, together with no inconfiderable de- 
gree of elocution and command of her pen. Availing 
herfelf of thefe advantages, witha fingle eye to the clo- 
ry of God, a: + with that extreme modefty and winni ng 

foftnefs peculiar to her, fhe often carried captive the 
minds of thofe fhe addreffed, at leaft fo tar as to gain ap- 
probation. Nothing fhort of the interpofition of a Di- 
vine Agent, can produce in the human mind, that ! 
ler 
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lief of the important truths of the gofpel, termed by the 
apoftle, ‘‘ the fubftance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not feen.”” Yet the divine bleffing of. 
ten renders effectual the feeble attempts of Chriftians 
to effect this great purpofe, and there is reafon to be- 
lieve this eminent fervant of God did not labour in 
vain. . If, to what is already faid of this amiable lady, 
we add, her unwearied attention to every relative duty, 
her faithful difcharge of every truft repofed in her, we 
muft fay, the portrait is pleafing, the character ex. 
emplary. 

But as no degree of moral excellence, or ftrength 
of grace, can procure the Chriftian an exemption from © 
trials, Lady Henrietta Hope, though pofleffed of the 
favour of her God, the efteem of the world, the affec- 
tion of her relations, and the love of her Chrittian 
friends, yet fuffered much in the laft years of her life, 
from a very delicate frame which gave rife to many 
diftreffing complaints, all which fhe endured with that 
calm fortitude and unbroken refignation, that nothing 
but true religion can infpire. 

In Autumn, 1785, Lady Henrietta Hope went to 
Briftol Hot-wells, where, after every medical exertion 
proving ineffectual, and the medicinal virtue of the 
wells yielding no relief, fhe meekly rendered up her ran- 
fomed fou! into the hands of her gracious God, wha 
called her home to receive-her great reward, eternal lite, 
the free gift of the Moft High, upon the 1ft day of 
January, 1786, leaving behind her a fair copy of every 
thing praife-worthy, and of good report. A confidera- 
ble part of her fortune fhe left for pious and charitable 
purpofes. 


Of humble fpirit, though of tafte refin’d, 

Her feelings tender, though her will refign’d; 

Call’d, by affliction, every grace to prove, 

In patience perfect, and complete in love ; 

O’er death viétorious, through her Saviour’s might, 
he reigns triumphant with the faints in light. 
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Lxplication of Matt. xxi. 19. And when he faw a 
Jig-tree in the way, be came to it, and found thereon but 
leaves only, and faid unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee 
henceforward for ever. And prefently the fig-tree wi- 
thered away. 


HE hiftory with which this paffage ftands con- 
nected is briefly this: A few days before the 
paffover our blefled Lord made his lait entry into Jeru- 
falem, in a manner peculiarly folemn, and accompanied 
with a great concourfe of people. He continued day 
after day to teach in the temple, retiring every evening 
to Bethany, about two miles diftant from the city. It 
was on one of thefe days, and probably on more than 
one, that he reformed the abufe which prevailed, by 
holding merchandize in the temple. He went into the 
temple of God, and caft out all them that fold and bought 
in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money- 
changers, and the feats of them that fold doves, And faid 
unto them, It is written, My houfe foall be called the houfe 
of prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves. Though 
there could be no crime im felling the things which 
were required for facrifice, and it was extremely con- 
venient for the fupply of thofe who.came from diftant 
places, yet the ufing the outer court of the temple 
was a profanation of it; and there is fufficient reafon to 
believe that impofition and fraud were practifed by the 
dealers. 

We are informed, that, as our Lord returned on a 
morning from Bethany to the city, he bungered; that, 
feeing a fig-tree in the way, be came wo tt, and found no- 
thing thereon but leaves only, ana [aid untoit, Let no fruri 
grow on thee henceforward for ever. 
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His difciples heard him pronounce this curfe, and 
obferving afterwards that the fig-tree was withered 
away, they mentioned it, with aftonifhment, ‘to him. 
Upon this he afured them that, by divine power, they 
fhould be enabled to perform greater miracles than this, 
and obtain ‘all, things which they fhould afk through 
faith in him. Let this fuffice as to the general hiftory. 

I proceed to ftate, and anfwer fome of the objections 
Which infidelity has advanced. 

1. Jefus Chrift being, according to our belief, truly 
God, and therefore omnifcient, why did he approach 


. this fig-tree with the expectation of finding fruit? 


It may be anfwered, that he was likewife truly man, 
and acted on this occafion as fuch. His not knowing 
that the tree was barren, 1s no more powerful an objec- 
tion to his divinity than that he grew in ftature, was 
weary and hungry. As man, he was fubject to all the 
finlefs infirmities of our nature, and his knowledge was 
progreflive. 

But the moft fatisfactory anfwer is, that he was per- 
fectly acquainted with the barrennefs of this tree, and 
only took the opportunity of manifefting his power, 
and teaching his difciples. We find that he concealed 
from them the death of Lazarus, and went to his grave, 
where he performed the glorious miracle of ra:fing him 
to life. What is there in the hiftory, inconfiftent with 
this? To the difciples, and tomere man, there was 4 
probability, from appearance, of finding fruit. Cui 
Saviour well knew that there was none; and defigned 
to convey an awful and inftructive leffon. 

2. A more formidable objection is in our Saviour’s 
curfing the fig-tree fer not bearing fruit, as it is alledged, 
out of feafon. “ This,” fays a late writer, ‘* I con- 
“ceive to be neither rational nor juft. For, in the 
‘< firft place, the text fays, And when he came to tt, be 
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“¢ found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was no 
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‘©yrT. Hence it is manifeft, that he required the tree 
“to produce fruit out of feafon, and which would 
«¢ have been contrary to the intent of its Creator; and 
“‘ therefore, he, as a dutiful fon, curfes the innocent 
“and guiultlefs tree, for doing that which his father 
“¢ had commanded it to do; viz. to bear fruit in its 
“* proper feafon.”’* 

To this objection feveral anfwers have been given. 
I fhail mention only two; the one plaufible enough; 
the other, perhaps the only true one, ought to fatisfy 
aed candid mind. 

. By the time of figs may be underftood the time of 
gathering thems, when they were fully ripe. Then the 
meaning will be, that be came, if haply he might find any 
thing thereon, becaufe the feafon when figs were wont 
to be gathered, was not yet come: ‘This interpretation 
is founded on the opinion, that at this time fome figs 
were ripe, and that the firft fruits of all were in a few 
days to be folemnly prelen nted in the temple, and until 
which no fruits were permitted to be gathered. Our 
Saviour coming to the tree before this day, when no 
fruits were gathered, might reafonably expect to find 
figs. In fupport of this interpretation it is faid, that 
he wrought this miracle about the time of year when 
the {pies who were fent to fearch the land of Canaan 
returned, and who brought with them pomegranates 
and figs, as well as clufters “of 2 grapes; that the {pring in 
Judea began about the middle of Jariuary, and that the 
{pies, being gone forty days, returned a few days before 
the paflover, i in the latter end of March, when it appears 
that figs were well-grown, if notfullyripe. T o ftrengthen 
this opinion, this defcription of the fring by Solomon 
is quoted; The fiz-tree putteth forth ber green figs, and 
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the vines, with the tender grape, give a good fmell. Vf then, 


in the {pring, which, in that country, was early, green 
figs were feen, it is reafonable to fuppofe, that in fo warm 
and fruitful a climate, they might be pulled for food be- 
fore the paffover. 

This opinion, however, is oppofed by thefe words 
of our Saviour, Now, learn a parable of the fig-tree; 
when bis branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, 
ye know that fummer is nigh.* By this it feems that 
the fig-tree did not bloom until the beginning of fum- 
mer, and therefore could not produce ripe fruit at the 
time in queftion. This leads us to what I apprehend 
is a juft and full anfwer to the objection. 

There were in Judea two kinds of fig-trees. One, 
which was the moft rare, continued in verdure the whole 
feafon, and fruit might be expectedat any time. This 
is aflerted on the authority of feveral refpectable hif- 
torians ; and we can the more eafily believe it, when we 
fee inftances, though not of the fame, yet of other trees, 
nurtured in our own country, on which may be found, at 
the fame time, bloffoms, and fruit, both green and ripe. 
Theophraftus mentions a kind of fig-tree, which being 
ever green, had old and new fruit banging on it together.+ 
Julian, the apoftate, {peaking of the fruits of Damatcus, 
fays, that fome of them were of fhort duration, only the 
jiz-tree carries its fruit above a year, and it hangs on with 
the fruit of the following year.{ Pliny alfo tells us of a 
fig-tree which ‘* had always leaves, and when the fruit 
“of the preceding year was gathered, the new fruit 
‘s began immediately, and was growing all the winter 
* Jong.§ , 

When the evangeclift fays that the time of figs was not 
yet, he means that it was not the time of the common 
trees producing their fruit. It is to be remarked, sa 

1e 
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the word YET is not in the original. The plain tranfla- 
tion is, /¢ was not the feafon or time of figs; that is, it 
was not the time when the ordinary trees, which abound- 
ed in the country, had produced their fruit, and on 
which the inhabitants placed their chief dependance. 
It is to be remarked alfo, that thefe words are not given 
as a reafon why our Saviour expected to find figs, but as 
a reafon for his going to this particular tree. He mutt 
have paffled many on his way from Bethany to Jerufa- 
lem, but this one called his attention, as it was very 
flourifhing, and its appearance manifefted it to be one 
of the early kind, or rather one which, if not wholly 
barren, was continually yielding fruit. It is exprefsly 
faid, that /eeing a fig-tree afar off having leaves, he came. 
The meaning then, without any unnatural conftrudtion, 
is, that though the time of the ordinary figs was not 
come, yet this tree, being of a different kind, our Saviour 
went to it, as one on which might be expected fruit. 
What is there now irrational in his conduc? Is not 
the objection totally unfounded ° 
As to any injuftice in deftroying what was private 
property, it is weakly urged. The tree was feen in the 
way, by which may be underftood that 1t was not in any 
inclofure, and had no particular owner; or, 1f it had, it 
was barren and deemed ufelefs. But admitting it to 
have been a favourite tree, beautiful in its foliage, and 
beneficial in its fhade, who will fay that all things are not 
at the abfolute difpofal of the Sovereign of the Uni- 
verfe. May he not do what he pleafeth with his own? 
Doth he often difappoint our faireft profpedts in life, 
take from us our deareft friends and relatives, and fhall 
we arraign his conduct in blafting a fruitlefs tree? Who 
commiffions the lightning to rend the trees of the foreft, 
to confume the dwellings of men, and to wither all our 
ftrength in the twinkling of an eye? The fame Jeius 
who curfed the fig-tree; he who is God as well as man, 
and to whom a// power is given in heaven and in carth. 
The 
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The laft objection, worthy of the leaft attention, fall 
be given in the words of the writer referred to before. 
‘‘ | have yet fomething farther,” fays he, ‘‘ to objet 

acainit this miracle, and which affects the credibility 
of the hiftory thereof. For, in Matthew xxi. it ap- 
pears, that he firft caft out the buyers and fellers out 
of the temple; and on the morrow curfed the fig- 
tree; whereas, according to Mark xi. it is clear, that 
it was tranfacted before the driving them out of the 
temple. Such a manifeft contradiction, in infpired 
writers, I think, muft greatly hurt the credibility of 
the hiftory.” 

The author of this objection has made it without 
due examination, and has fhown a difpofition to find 
fault. Why, otherwife, does he fpeak of “a mani- 
‘¢ feft contradiction,” between the two Evangelifts. 
They differ, as 1s ufual, in the order of relating events, 
but nocontradiction appears. ‘To a candid mind, this 


. difference ftrengthens the credibility of the hiftory. 


- 


Both the Evangelifts agree in faying, thatit was on 
the morning after our Saviour’s entry into Jerufalem, 
that he curfed the fig-tree. Matthew adds in this con- 
nection, and prefently it withered away. And when the 
difciples faw it, they marvelled. He does not fay at what 
time they faw it, and it appears from Mark, that this 
was on the morning following the one on which the 
miracle had been wrought. Our Saviour going every 
night to lodge at Bethany, and returning in the morn- 
ing; on the firft morning after his public entry, curfed 
the fig-tree. His difciples heard him, and the fig-tree 
actually withered; but it was not until another morn- 
ing, when pafling the fame way, that they jaw the jig- 
tree dried up from the roots. And Peter calling to remeni- 
brance, faith unto him, Majier, behold, the fig-tree which 
thou curfedft is withered away. Admitting, however, 
that the difciples inftantly obferved the tree, when it 
— began 
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began to wither, where is the impropriety in fuppof- 

ing that they refumed, at another time, a difcourfe on 
fo remarkable a circumftance? It is worthy of notice, 

that Matthew {peaks of the tree being withered aw: Ys 
‘and Mark of its being dried up from the roots. If it 
ftruck them at firit, and the ey made reflections aoe its 
much more would they be furprized, when they fav 
fo green and flourifhing a tree, in the ti of one day, 


tripped of Its o curia ant foliage, an d a ried to the very 
roots. The words calling to remembrance imply, 


that the tranfaction muft have h: ippened fome time 
before. 

But the objector afferts, that our Lord, according to 
Matthew, “ firft caft out the buyers and fellers, and 
“¢ on the: morrow curfed the fig-tree ; whe reas, accord- 
‘“¢ ing to Mark, it was tranfacted before the driving 
‘them out.” This is his principal objection; the 
66 contradiction” which he has difcovered. 

We are willing to admit a difference as to order, and 
which, as has been faid, 1s a ftronge r evidence of the 
truth. What, if we fhould fay farther, that our Sa- 
viour caft out the ~ ers and fellers more than once? 
We are certain, that at the firft pafiover, three years 
before this, be or a fi rourge of finall cords, end drot 
them all out of the temple, and the foeep, ana the OXeN ; 

and pour ed out the chai ngers money, and overthrew the 
tables.* 

When the hiftory is examined, we are War rranted in 
faying, that our Lord, on the day of his firit entry 
drove out thefe buyers and fellers; and that, probably, ; 
the prietts, diffatisied with the reformation, had or- 
dered the traders to re-occupy their piaces. It thus 
became necefiary to difpoflets them a fecond time. 
On this fuppofition, he drove out the buyers and 

feiiers 
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fellers both before and after he curfed the fig-tree, 


and it accounts for the difference in the narrations of 
the two Evangelifts ; one informs us of the firft, and 
the other of the fecond. As to the firft, Mark fays 
only, ‘Fefus entered into Ferufalem, and into the temple: 
- and when be had looked round about upon all things. 

Where now is the fhadow of a contradiction? Are 
not the two hiftories, though in different words and or- 
der, yet perfectly reconcileable? What muft we think 
of that caufe the advocates of which are chargeable with 
fo much difingenuity? Who call a difference in words 
and order between two, or an omiffion of fome cir- 
cumftances by one, mentioned by another, a contra- 
diction? Were thefe fame infidels to fit in judgment 
in a civil cafe, they would deem this the ftrongeft proof 
that the witnefies had not confpired together, and that 
they related the truth. But the God of this world hath 
blinded the minds of infidels, left the light of the glo- 
ricus gofpel fhine unto them. 

Let us now attend to the great defign of our Savi- 
our in working this miracle, and particularly to the lef- 
fons which are conveyed to us. 

The mjracles which he wrought were all, except in 
this and another inftance, of the merciful kind, and con- 
fiited in healing the bodily difeafes of men. When he 
executed judgment, as in the prefent cafe, it was in 
blafting an ufelefs tree, and he intended it, no doubt, 
as fignificative of that curfe which was foon to fall on 
the Jewifh nation. No type could better reprefent 
their condition, at this time, than a tree outwardly fair 
and promifing, but barren and unprofitable. With an 
attachment to the ceremonies of worfhip, and a fpeci- 
ous appearance of piety, they were infincere in heart, 
and guilty of the moft atrocious crimes. What a la- 
mentable defcription doth our Lord give of them in 
thefe words: Woe unto you Scribes and Pharifees, bypo- 

criles 
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srites! for ye are like unto whited fepulchres, which, in- 
deed, appear beautiful outward, but are within full of 
dead men’s bones, and of all uncleannefs. Even fo ye al- 
fo outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are 
full of hypocrify and iniquity. 

On account of their incorrigible impiety, and their 
rejection of the promifed Meffiah, they have been cut 
off. We find our Lord addreffing them in the chap- 
ter which contains the text thus; The kingdom of God 
foall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof. 

This miracle is to be confidered farther, as con- 
veying inftruction to all in every age. It is an em- 
blem of the judgment which Ged infliéts upon thofe 
who are defpifers of his grace; thofe who,- enjoying the 
means of falvation, continue dead in trefpaffes and fins. 
God may, and we have reafon to believe does, give 
perfons over to hardnefs of heart, even in this world, 
and while the divine ordinances are continued to them. 

In three remarkable places of {criptures is the church 
reprefented by a vineyard or fig-tree; and the judg- 
ments which God infliéts upon thofe who improve not 
their privileges, by the conduct of a hufbandman, when 
his cultivation proves in vain. The firft is in the 
fifth chapter of Ifaiah, where it is faid, with refpect 
to an unfruitful vineyard, Aud now, go to; [ will 
tell you what 1] will do to my vineyard: Iwill take away 
the hedge thereof, and it fhall be eaten up; and break 
down the wall thereof, and it fhall be trodden down. And 
I will lay it wafte:. it foall not be pruned or digged, but 
there fhall come up briers and thorns: I will alfo command 
the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. When a people 
long enjoy the ordinances of the church in abundance 
and purity, and make not a fuitable return, God fome- 

times punifhes them, by a removal of thefe ordinances. 
The fecond place is in the xilith chapter of the gofpel 
by 
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by Luke, where a certain man, looking for fruit ori 2 
fig-tree for three years, and finding none, ‘orders it to 
be cut down: ; but the dreffer of the vineyard obtains 
leave to beftow culture on it for another year, after 
whic h, if it bare no fruit, it was to be cut down. By 
this: 1s to be underftood, that even while a church is pre- 
ferved, the defpifers of the grace of God are fometimes 
taken away by death, and called to account at the bar 
of God. The laft place is in the paflage under con 
fideration, and which points out a judgment the mot 
terrible of all. Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward 
for ever. Perfons may be continued in life, and in the 
enjoyment of divine ordinances, while a judicial fentence 
of barrennefs is pronounced upon them. 

It may be afked here, are there any particular fins 
for which this judgment is inflicted? It may be afked 
again, can we know the perfons who are under the awful 
fentence? It is anfwered, that we cannot tell either the 
one or the other. We can only fay, in general, that 
all thofe fins which tend to fear the confcience expo 
to it; fuch as contempt of the ordinances and means of 

rrace; fins comm} tted againft light; the indulgence of 
grofs fins; the delay of lemeauaie from time to tiie; 
and efpecially apoitacy, or the cafting off a profeffion 
which was once made. All thefe are dangerous ap- 
proaches to the dreadful doom. To the. laft, thele 
words in the epiftle to.the Hebrews refer; Lor it 15 
impoffirle for thofe cabo were once enlightened, and have 
tafted of the heaven y gift, and were m: ade partakers 6 of the 
Holy Ghoft, and have tafted the good word of God, aiid tit 
powers of the world to come, if they fhall fall away, to re- 
new them rain unto repentance : feeing they crucify to tpeill 
felves the Son of God afrefh, and pitt him to an open foame.” 
‘Siow alar ming the thought! What condition on this 
fide eternal mifery can be conceived more dreadful! 
Unaet 
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Under the very means of grace to become more harden- 
ed, and expofed to the vengeance of a holy God! Let 
all be awakened and excited to attend fpeedily and care- 
fully to the things of their everlafting peace. Ad- 
mitting that we are continued in life, our privileges may 
be removed from us, or if not removed, God may be 
' provoked to withdraw his bleffing, which alonecan make 
them effectual to our falvation. 
C, 





a 


EXTRACTS. 


ARDON of fin is one thing, knowledge of par- 
P don another. The foul that, under a fenie of guilt, 
applies itfelf to the Redeemer for mercy, is furely already 
pardoned... Such an one is reconciled to God by virtue 
of the everlafting covenant. This pardon and recon- 
ciliation, though eternal and immutable by that cove- 
nant, was ratified when Jefus hung on the crofs, and 
it is paffed over to the finner in his fins, and in his blood, 
whilft he is an enemy and ungodly, rebellious and without 
ftrength, confequently whilft he 1s an unbeliever; but the 
knowledge of this is often for a long while with-holden 
from the foul; yea, there may be thofe who all their life- 
time are fubjeé? to bondage, and yet fhall get fafe home 
at laft. Though the covenant be ordered in all things 
and fure, yea, as {ure as the immutable oath and promile 
of God can make it, ¢o all the eleéi Jeed of grace, yet in 
order that God’s faints may know the value of it, they 
are all made to feel the plague of their own hearts, and the 
bitternefs of fin: they are therefore made weary and 
heavy laden by the /pirit of bondage to fear, before they 
receive the /pirit of adoption, manifefting to them the 
relationfhip in which they ftand as reconciled finners, 


and enabling them to cry Abba Father. 
No. 3. H The 
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The Law, as a miniftration of condemnation, mut 
do its office on the foul before it will welcome the gofpet 
as glad tidings, and clofe with it, asa covenant of free 
grace and peace, and therefore the Prince of Peace bears 
this record of himfelf: The /pirit of the Lord is upon me, 
becaufe he hath anointed me to preach the gofpel to the poor; 
he hath fent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deli- 
verance to the captives, and recovering of fizht to the blind, 
to fet at liberty them that are bruifed. 


as be under faving awakenings and convictions of 
fin have no idea how much legality, felf-righteouf- 
nefs and cleaving to the law of works is in them; nay, 
though they will acknowledge falvation to be by faith 
only in Chrift, and though they attend clear gofpel 
preaching, yet they are apt to reafon thus with them- 
felves: ‘* Oh that I had not gone fuch lengths in fin! 
‘* Oh that I had but taken up fooner! Oh it I had not 
“‘ rebelled fo much againft light and confctence and {o- 
‘ Jemn refolutions to the contrary! If my tranfgref- 
“¢ fions were not of fuch and fuch a nature, I could then 
‘“* venture to believe in Chrift for pardon and falvation ; 
‘“ but now I fear he will caft me out if I come unto 
‘¢him.” According to all this reafoning Mofes, not 
Chrift, has the pre-eminence; and, in truth, it all comes 
to this iffue: ** God will be favourable to me or notin 
‘* proportion as-I have kept or broken the law.” But 
though Pharifees fhould rage, and formalifts fhould 
ftorm atthe bleffed truth, yet it is the glorious declara- 
tion of the gofpel, that the man who has gone as far as 
fin can go to his damnation, has not gone fo far as Chrift 
can go, OF rather bas gone, for his falvation: [fee Rom. 
v.throughout.] Andthough one fingle offence, and that 
only in thought, will fhut up the foul under co.demna- 
tion without the blood of Chrift; yet; whofoever flies 
as a perifhing finner to that precious fountain open for 

fit 
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Jin and for uncleanne/s, though his fins be as Scarlet, they 
faall be as wool, though they be red like crimfon, they fhall 
be white as fnow. 

It is certain that no man can ever view fin in too de- 
teftable a light; but if he views it in fuch a manner as to 
eclipfe his views of Chrift, he cannot feel any kindly in- 
genuous forrow on account of it. Sin, viewed in the law, 
begets terror and hardnefs. Viewed in the gofpel, it 
begets {weet relentings of foul. 





ae. — 





For the United States Chriftian Magazine. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE—FOREIGN. 





UR laft number prefented to the reader fome faéts 

in the hiftory of the church of Chrift, at once 

novel and interefting. We doubt not that he waits, 
with impatience, for fome farther information con- 
cerning them, and the effects which they are likely to 
produce. ‘Lhe following is the refult of our inquiries. 
That zeal for fpreading the gofpel among infidel 
nations, which has lately occafioned the erection of 
Miffionary Societies throughout Great-Britain, does 
not in the leait abate. ‘The Societies continually re- 
ceive acceffions of ftrength, both with refpe@ to num- 
bers and wealth; and new ones, on the fame generous 
plan, are, from time to time, inflituted in populous 
places. At New-Castve, Pastry, &c. afiociations 
have been fet on foot, moftly as branches of the great 
Society in Lonpon., One {pirit actuates the whole; 
and they have not only the wifh, but the profpeét, of 
employing the concentered efforts of the pious through- 
out the land, in the execution of their liberal and mag- 
nanimous defign. We have already hinted, that the 
London Society contemplated a miffion to the Souti 
SEAS. 
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Seas. Part of the communications which we have re- 
ceived on that fubject, fhall be given in the words of 
the Rev. Mr. Love, their refpectable Secretary, 
** Since the general meeting,” fays he, ‘* our attention 
“* has been engaged in following up the refolutions then 
“* adopted, to make the experiment of a miffion to the 

South-Sea iflands on a larger fcale than was at firft 

intended, by fending a greater number of Miffion- 

aries, and placing them in three or four diftiné fitu- 

ations, at fome confiderable diftance from each other. 

— he union of the leading people of all denomina- 

tions, concerned in this inftitution, appears more 

firmly cemented than ever, in reference to this mif- 
** fion. Some have been afraid, leaft a partiality for 
** the South-Sea iflands fhould carry the attention of 
** the Society too much away from the more populous 
‘* and central fituations in the kingdom of darknefs. 
** But they concur heartily in the prefent attempt, hop- 
“ing, that foon meafures will be purfued for bending 
“* the force of the Society towards fome places in In- 
“ pia or elfewhere, where a nearer approach may be 

made towards the general illumination of the world. 

We have lately had a confirmation of our favourable 

ideas refpecting Oraneire, by a converfation with 
“‘ Captain New, who commanded the Dedalus, the 
*¢ Jaft veffel that has been there from this country ; 
‘< and there is all the probability that could be wifhed 
‘¢ for, ofa favourable reception among that people. Eve- 
“‘ ry thing wears the appearance of being the effect, in 
“‘ fome degree, of a divine combining and ftimulat- 
‘* ing influence; and the wheels of Providence feem to 
‘‘ keep pace with the fuperior movements of peculiar 
“ orace. I muft, however, requeft you to remind our 
‘* ferious friends, that the great work is yet to be done. 
“© The attempt is about to be made. That it may be 


* rendered fuccefstul by a real revelation of the per 
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of JeHovan, let us continue to cry to him day and 
night. Let us fink lower and lower in humiliation 
before him, and let the earneftnefs of our fupplica- 
tions increafe, as the period of our Miffionaries going 
forth to the fcene of exertion approaches ; and let us 
not think fome years of prayer, faith, and patience, 
too much to be beftowed on the falvation of thou- 
fands of our fellow finners, whofe prefence in hea- 
ven, in connection with our humble endeavours, 
will {weeten and brighten it to all eternity.’”’”* 

From a publication, by the Rev. Doctor Hawes, 


which we have not feen, but which ts mentioned 1n the 
Appendix already referred to, we learn a circumftance 
highly curious, and worthy of remark. ‘* The Deda- 
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lus, having touched at Otaheité in her way from 
Nootka-Sound, to bring fome live ftock to Port- 
Jackfon, found, to her furprife, nine men on that 
ifland, who had been the crew of a South whaler. 
They were fhip-wrecked ona reef in the South-Seas, 
from whence, in their long-boat, they had reached 
the ifland. They had been eigliteen months there, 
were married, and fettled among the natives, tat- 
tooed, and admitted into the order of nobles. From 
various confiderations, Doctor Hawes 1s led evi- 
dently to conclude, that this alfo is one of the 
providential fteps leading to the accomplifhment of 
the great defign: and {peaking of the tranflation of 
{cripture into the Otaheitian language, which this 
circumftance will certainly haften, he adds, ** can 
I but feel a facred glow, when I think that the 
firtt chapter of St. John’s gofpel may be read in 
Otaheité before another year expires!” One of the 
Miffionaries is already expert in the art of printing, 

‘¢ which 


. . 7, * ; 
* For this extract we are indebted to the Appendix to a fermon 


of the Rev. DoGtor SnNopcrass, preached on the roth of June, 
1796, beiore the PaIsLey LONDON-MissionARY-OOCIETY. 
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“which he has acquired with extraordinary quick- 
“ nefs.””* 

Appearances of fuccefs, by the blefling of Jenovan 
on their wonderful enterprize, have hitherto equalled 
the moft fanguine prefages of the Societies. He who 
hath faid, “ the filver is mine, and the gold is mine,?+ 
hath put it into the hearts of multitudes, to contribute 
largely to the furtherance of the gofpeil. In the month 
of Auguft laft, the funds of the Society, though of 
lefs than a year’s ftanding, amounted to nearly 12,000]. 
fterling, or §3,333 dollars. Their profperity, in other 
refpects, equals their pecuniary refources. The timid, 
who ftartle at a fhadow; the fluggifh, who are wedded 
to floth; the cold, who have little regard for the glory 
of Curist, or the falvation of men; the faithlefs, who 
talk and a& as if God cannot do any thing ftupendous 
without previoufly telling them 4ow it is to be done; 
and, efpecially, the unceremonious oppofers of the pre- 
cious truths of the gofpel, all joined in cenfuring the 
attempt of the focieties, as begun in folly, to end in 
fhame. But they pofieffed too much of an apoftolic 
{pirit, to be thus deterred from their purpofe. He who 
fitteth in the Heavens, faw and approved. The Lord 
gave the word, and great was the company of them who 
came to publifh it.t Miffionaries of defireable character 
dtepped forward as volunteers under the banners of the 
crofs. On the 28th day of July laft, the godly faw 
with triumph, the ungodly with indignation, and both, 
with aftonifhment, no lefs than TwWentTy-NINE Mis- 
stonaries folemnly fet apart to their awful, but glori- 
ous work. “* Ten Minifters were engaged in the pleaf- 
‘‘ ing and extraordinary fervice. Three prayed; Dr. 
‘Hunter preached; and Dr. Williams delivered a {o- 
«‘ lemn charge to the Miffionaries. An Epifcopalian, 


‘¢a Scotch Seceder, a Prefbyterian, an pepennes 
| : “6 anc 
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‘© and a Methodift,* united in the defignation of the 
‘¢ Miffionaries,” addrefling them feverally in the follow- 
ing words: ‘ Go, our beloved brother, and, agreeably to 
“* this holy book,” (putting a bible into his hand) “ pu5- 
© Iifh the gofpel of our Lord Fefus Chrift to the Heathen, 
“< according to your calling, gifts and abilities, in the 
<< name of the FaTHer, Son, and Hoty Guost.” To 
which each replied, ‘* I will, God being my heer.” + 
It is not unworthy of notice, that Captain WILson, 
who commands the company’s vefiel, called the Duff, 
which they have purchafed, is a gentleman who had 
been long in Inpia, had commanded. a veflel eleven 
years, and who had but lately retired to the enjoy- 
ment of a plentiful fortune. Having, fince his return 
to England, been made acquainted with the power of 
the ReprEmMer’s grace, he conceived the noble refolu- 
tion of offering his fervices to the Miffionary Society, 
and, voluntarily relinquifhing his eafe and his affluence, 
took the conduét of the fhip which is to carry the Miffi- 
onaries to the appointed place of their labours. Chrif- 
tian reader, thef2 are difciples indeed, men who have 
effefually learned the leffon of * leaving houfe and 
“ brethren, and filters, and father, and mother, and 
“¢ wife, and children, and lands, for the fake of Jesus, 
“ and the gofpel.”f And can we lift our faces to Hea- 
ven, and call ourfelves difciples, if, in the midit of 
comforts, and at ome, we refufe a little of this world’s 
goods, to aid the fame caufe for which they have facri- 
ficed all? 
Even the very fcamen, who have any religious prin- 
ciple, are ambitious of employment in the Miffionary 
lervice. 


* The name Meruoptsr is not limited in Great-Britain, as 
in America, to the followers of Mr. Wefley ; it ts commonly ap- 
plied tu thofe alfo who are thoroughly Calyiniftical. 

t Evangelical Magazine, for Augutt, 1796. 

t Mark x. 209. 
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fervice. Several pious failors eagerly offered themfelves 
to man the vefiel, and were, as might be expected, moft 
joyfully received—a rare aflemblage! A happy omen! 

Affuredly there is fomething more than human in 
the concurrence of all thefe fingular events. Whatever 
be the final iffue, incredulity itfelf can hardly avoid fay- 
ing, this is the finger of God! We cannot but antici- 
pate, from his bleffing, great and glorious things. In 
his own time, and in his own way, be will work, and 


who fall let it ?* 


OF THE MISSION TO INDIA, 


The Editors have Jately obtained no particular infor- 
mation. On good authority, however, they are able 
to ftate, in a few words, what is infinitely more preci- 
ous than the lengthieft detail of lefs pleafing accounts, 
thatthe Miflionaries in that country begin to fee the 
fruit of their labours. The miniftry of Mr. Carey, 
among the Hinpoos, is particularly powerful. They 
crowd around him—tihey hang on his doétrine—are 
deeply affected, and intreat him to preach in different 
parts. A general conviction feems to prevail among 
them. We would not, for the world, abandon our 
hope, that this fhaking among the dry bones will be 
followed with the infufion of lite from the Spirit of the 
Lorp Gop, and that in this valley of death, there fhall 
ftand up, to the praife of his grace, an exceeding great 
army. I. 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 





JN our laft number we acquainted our readers that 

-meaf{ures, preparatory to the eftablifhment of a Mrs- 
SIONARY SOCIETY, had been taken by a number of the 
clergy and laity of different evangelical dencminations 
in the city of New-York and its vicinity; and that they 
had iffued inan unanimous refolution to _ {uch a fo- 
ciety without delay. We have now the pleafure to add, 
that, agreeably to appointme nt, a i gger-gel mectine 
was held on the 1ft of November laft, and the fociety 
duly organized. The harmony of fentiment and affec- 
tion which charatterifed all their proceecings, formed. 
not an unworthy counterpart to the brotherly -kindnefs 
among thofe Chriftians abroad, who have fet the ex- 
ample. of miffionary enterprize. A judicious difcourfe, 
delivered in the evening to a numerous audience, by the 
Rev. Dr. M‘Wuorter, paftor of the Prefbyterian 
Church at Newark, followed by the fociety’s addrefs, 
and a collection for their ufe, clofed the folemnities of 
the day. 

That no opportunity may be loft in attaining a ny of 
the valuable ends which the fociety contemplates, the 
directors have already made arrangements for obtain- 
ing correct information concerning the frontiers on 
the whole range of the United States; and concerning 
the various fribes of Indians, with regard to es 
geographical pofition—their number-—language—cuf 
tomis, &c. A confiderable time muft, no doubt, elapf 
before they can fucceed fo far as to adopt a pian of ope- 
ration at once extenfive, prudent, and siodine. They 
have alfo commenced correfpondences with different 
Miffionary Societies beyond the Atlantic. On the 
refult of the prefent experiment we are unabie to 

No. 3: } decide. 
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decide. ‘Ihe profpect of general fupport fofters a hope, 
that of beginnings comparatively (mall, the latter end, 
through the blefling of him who maketh rich, may 
greatly increafe. As the fociety is yet in its very in- 
fancy, we have no materials for further detail, and can 
only prefent our readers with their addre/s and confti- 
suticn. I. 


——-- ~ 


ADDRESS. 


—— ee 


The New-York Miffionary Society to all them that love 
our Lord ‘fefus Chrift in fincerity. 

VERY DEAR BRETHREN, 

VENTS have recently occurred which deeply in- 
kK, tereft every genuine Chriftian. We learn, from 
fources the moft direét and authentic, that exertions 
of uncommon vigour are now making, beyond the 
Atlantic, for extending the kingdom of our Lorp 
Jesus Curisr. A fpirit of jealoufy for his name, not 
lefs decifive than univerfal, actuates our brethren in 
Britain. Its influence was firft felt by the faithful 
around the metropolis; and the impulfe hath vibrated 
to the extremes of the ifle. While their nation ts in- 
volved in the deftructive war which convulfes Europe, 
they are devoted to the advancement of that kingdom 
which is ** righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
“ Gnoft.” Large focieties, founded on evangelical prin- 
ciples, and embracing various denominations, have al- 
ready been formed, and are rapidly forming, for the 
purpofe of propagating the gofpel among the unhappy 
Heathen. With a magnanimity worthy of Chriftians » 
they have facrificed the bigotrics of party on the altar 
of Avottolic zeal. To the Eaft, to the South, to the 
Weft, their ardent eye direéts its attention. Unwilling 
to reftridt their efforts to their own immediate connec- 

tions, 
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tions, it is their noble defign to produce, if poflible, 
*¢ a general movement of the church upon earth.” 

It was their generous piety which gave rife to THE 
New-York Misstonary Society. It is to folicit 
your co-operation in the fame glorious work, that the 
Society now addreffes you; and furely, brethren, there 
are confiderations which fhould prompt us to follow, 
without delay, their greatexample. That in Meffiah 
‘all the families of the earth fhall be bleffed,” is yet the 
fubject of promife. True it is, that the effects which 
refulted from his “‘ appearing to put away fin by the fa- 
‘¢ crifice of himfelf,” were a pledge of its final and illuf 
¢rious accomplifhment. When he afcended up on high, 
ot wall of partition between the Gentile and the Jew 

as broken down: the river of life poured its ftreams 
aaa the nations; they watered the lot of our Pagan 
progenitors; they have defcended unto us, their chil- 
dren; and we, at this hour, verify the gracious pre- 
diction, ‘* it fhall come to pafs that in the place where 
‘¢ it was faid unto them, ye are not my people, there it 

. ‘ fhall be faid unto them, ye are the fous of the living 
‘© God.” 

‘But although fplendid acceffions have been made to 
the church of Chrift, there is room for acceffions yet 
more geen Though «we enjoy the cleareft light of 
his gofpel, there are millions of our race on wham it 
never fhone. There are hundreds of millions who never 
tafted his falvation, nor heard of his name. Of thefe, vaft 
numbers are in our own land. They are without God, 
and without hope; deftitute of the means of grace, and 
even infenfible to their mifery. Age after age hath elapf- 
ed, and they ftill fit in the region and fhadow of death. 
Befides’ thefe, there are, on our frontiers, multitudes 
whofe fituation, notwithftanding occafional aid, entitles 
them to our deepeft commiferation—without the {tated 
preaching of the word—without the ordinances of the 


cofpel 
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gofpel—without fanctified fabbaths, or regular religious 
inftruction,; mary of them, though called Chriftians, 
are Heathen 3n reality. 

If their haplefs ftate fhould excite our fympathy, 
the duty of attempting their relief is too plain to be 
evaded, and is recommended by motives the mot 
tender and forceful. The fouls of thefe poor Pagans, 
and of. others in circumftances not lefs afflicting, are 
as valuable as our own: they are as capable as ourfelves 
of glorifying God, and of being glorifiea with him. 
They will be as bright ornaments, if faved, in the 
crown of Jesus; and, if loft, as certain heirs of the 
wrath to come. 

In their forlorn condition we fee an affecting picture 
of what ourfelves once were. We, too, have {prung 
from an infidel fteck. We, too, were “ aliens from 
“‘ the commonwealth of lfrael, and ftrangers from the 
““covenants of promife:’? And fuch would we have 
been at this day, had not fome difciples, to whom we 
are everlafting debtors—men ‘ full of faith and of 
“the Holy Ghoft,” put cheir lives in their hands, and 
preached to our fathers the gofpel of falvation. ‘They 
felt the authority of the command which enjoins the 
church to evangelize the nations; and that command, 
in all its folemnity, is binding upon us. Freely we 
have received—freely we muft give. The leaft ac- 
knowledgment which the loving kindnefs of God our 
Saviour can require at our hands, is to ** take the cup 
‘© of falvation;” to drink deeply for ourfelves, and 
communicate of it to others. And yet, what have we 
done towards refcuing the Heathen from their igno- 
rance and from their delufions? We have prayed in- 
deed; we are in the Aadit of praying that the king- 
dom of our Lord Jefus maycome. But what means 
have we ufed fcr attaining the blefling? Where are 
the monuments of our zeal, of our boldnefs, of our 

fortitude, 
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fortitude, of our patience ? The zeal of others who 
have preceded us, is a ftriking reproof to our luke- 
warmnefs. The labours of the Mayhews, in the eaft- 
wy ftates, in the laft century—of the apottolic Elliot— 

f the indefatigab'e Brainerd—and the exertions of the 
Mictavia Chriftians, and the fuccefs which they have 
obtained, at once fpeak fhame to our apathy, and en- 
couragement to our emulation. Verily we are guilty 
in this refpect. We have not realized the deplorab! e 
ftate or millions of our fpecies. We have been con- 
teted with wifhes, when we were called to action. 
We have foided our arms in floth, or have watfted 
ourfelves in contefts of inferior moment, when we 


fhould have confolidated our ftrength in slat caufe of 


the common falvation. Surely our friend, our brother, 
who delivered us from going down to the pit, ‘* who, 
<< his own felf, bore our fins in his own body on the 
¢ tree,” merited a more grateful recompence. May 
not our backwardnefs in publifhing abroad his praifes 
be a caufe of his controverfy with us? May it not be, at 
Jeaft in part, to correct this iniquity, that vital godlinefs 
decays among ourfelves, and the influences of his good 
Spirit are withheld from our devotional affemblies? 
Ah! the neceffities of the Heathen have long implored 
our aid, but implored in vain: and if they be ftill dif- 
regarded, the cry of their blood, fucceeding to the cry 
of their mwestchadinels, may bring upon us a calamity 
which fhall make the ears of every one that heareth it 
to tingle. Who knoweth but the Lord, to punifh our 
infe onfibi lity, may, by a {pecial providence, transfer our 
privileges to the inha bitant of the foreft; may write 
upon our temple- doors, THE GLORY IS DEPARTED! 
and while he caufes ‘* the defert to rejoice and bloffom 
§¢ as the rofe,”’ may y abar ve us to the defolating flood, 
and convert our good ily heritage into a 5 arren watte ! 
Befides thoi confiderations which addrefs our fenfe 
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of gratitude and of intereft, there is another no lefs ~ 
powerful, which arifes from the peculiar circumftances 
of the times. Infidelity abounds. It hath affumed an 
imperious air, and glories in the expectation of a fpeedy 
extermination of the religion of Jesus. To confound 
its vain hopes, we are called upon to fhew, by our 
activity in the caufe of truth, that the Spirit of Chrift 
continues to animate his body; that there is ftill life and 
energy in his church, and that the profpect is as diftant 
as ever, of “‘ the gates of hell prevailing againft her.” 

If then, dear brethren, the fouls of men are precious 
in our eyes—if the honour of our Lord Jefus is an ob- 
ject of our defire, or his commandment of our reve- 
rence—if gratitude for his wondrous love hath not 
fled from our hearts—if the confcioufnefs of former 
neglect excites one emotion of fhame, let us roufe from 
our lethargy—tlet us ftrive to redeem, by future dili- 
gence, our loft opportunities. While other parts of the 
church are earneft and active, let us not be like a palfied 
limb in a living body. In order to fecond the efforts 
abroad, by ftrenuous efforts at home, let us, with cor- 
dial affection and mutual confidence, unite our fuppli- 
cations, our counfels, our refources. Should we even 
fail in our immediate expectations, we may aid thofe 
who fhall have better fuccefs. And if finners be brought 
to the Saviour, our object is gained. In the temple 
above it will make no difference whether they were 
gathered from the banks of the Mifiifippi, the Gambia, 
or the Ganges. 

But, to effect any part of fo vaft a defign, good 
wifhes are not fufficient. The wifeft and moft bene- 
volent plan mutt be defeated without encouragement 
of a different kind; we afk, therefore, brethren, 4 
portion of your worldly fubjtance—we afk it in the name 
of Him whofe you are, and whom you ferve. “ Ye 
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‘*- he was rich, yet for your fakes he became poor, that 
“ ye, through his poverty, might be rich.” You have 
nothing but what you receive from his bounty. He 
poured. out his foul for you; and is it a great matter, if, 
with a pittance of your carnal things, you minifter to 
the interefts of his kingdom? Let wealthy Chriftians 
remember, that “ the liberal devifeth liberal things, and 
*¢ by liberal things fhall he ftand.” Let the widow throw 
in her mite, be it ever fo fmall. Her offering of love 
will neither be rejected of God, nor ufelefs toman. As 
drops from heaven create the mighty torrent, fo the 
feeblett powers, in combination, produte an aftonifhing 
refult; and accomplifh, with eale, what theory would 
have pronounced incredible, if not impoffible. 
Such, brethren, are our intentions, and fuch our re- 
uefts. Shall we, in propofing them, incur the danger 
of repulfe? Mutt we be difheartened by reluctance, or 
mortified by objection ! ? Willany one flicht our under- 
taking as romantic and chimerical? Will he paint to 
us the perils of the wildernefs—the favagenefs of the 
Heathen—their’ roving difpofition—their diverfified 
. fpeech—their cuftoms, in every thing abhorrent from 
civilized life? Will he dwell on the improbability 
of obtaining fuitable miffionaries? On the difpropor- 
tion of our means to the end we have in view? Will he 
. recal the fuccefslefs iffue of fome former attempts, and 
thence predict the difappointment of our hopes ? 
To all fuch objections we reply, ‘¢ IN THE NAME OF 
“ our Gop WE LIFT UP CUR BANNERS”—We know 
that the fervice is difhcult—We have not amufed our- 
elves with the dream of progrefs without obftacle, and 
victory without refti tance. But we kno wa Ho, that in dif. 
ficult fervices the grace of Jefus, and ti e power of fi uth, 
are moft confpicuous. When the honours of the crofs, 
and the etern: al welfare of men are at liake, we mutt not st 
* confer with ce and blood.” It is criminal timidity 
which 
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which whifpers, ‘ there is a lion in the way—I fhall he 
‘< flain in the ftreets.” /Ve cannot encounter more heart- 
breaking oppofition than was encountered, in a fimilar 
enterprife, by the apoftles of the Lamp, and by the 
blefied Reformers. Thofe apoftles and reformers who 
always triumphed in Curist—triumphed when Perfe- 
cution waved over their heads her fcourge of blood, and 
kindled around them the fires of martyrdom. With 
lefs to difmay, we have as much to encourage. If in 
the might of Him who hath “ all power in heaven and 
‘“‘ in earth, ¢bey were more than conquerors;” in HIS 
might we can conquer too. Nay, there is nothing more 
formidable in the experiment which we contemplate, 
than in a believer’s daily warfare “ with principalities and 
‘< powers, and {piritual wickednefies.” ‘* God reigneth 
“‘ over the heathen. God is king ofall the earth.” The 
filver is is; the gold is his: ‘Vhe difpcfitions of men 
are under is controul: His grace can fix the wandering, 
and humanize the cruel; can quicken the fluggifh, ren- 
der the fordid generous, and embolden the fearful; can 
beftow an apoftolic f{pirit for apoftolic work; can make 
‘© worm Jacob threfh the mountains.” Let our hearts, 
then, fwell with refolution, and beat high with hope. 
‘< Glorious things are fpoken of the city of God. For 
‘“¢ thus faith the Lorn, I will extend peace to her like 
‘‘a river, and the glory of the gentiles like a flowing 
“‘ ftream. I will lift up mine hand to the gentiles, 
‘© and fet my ftandard to the people; and they fhall 
‘ bring thy fons on their arms, and thy daughters fhall 
‘<< be carried upon their fhoulders. Faithful is he who 
‘© hath promifed, who alfo will do it.’ And diitin- 
guifhed will be our honour, brethren, if he vouchfafe 
to employ us as inftruments in the fulfilment of his 
word. Should he even, in his fearchlefs wifdom, not 
permit our attempt to have the defired effect, the at- 
tempt itfelf fhall turn to us for a teftimony, and fhall 

come 
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come up, in memorial, before his throne; when the 
pageantries of the world pafs into oblivion. 

Finally, brethren, we intreat that our-inftitution may 
not be mifunderftood.’ Let not fufpicion view it as a 
political combination. The kingdom of Chrift, that 
kingdom which we have united to promote, is not of 
this world. We moft folemnly difclaim all intention 
of affociating for any political or party-purpofes what- 
ever. Neither let it be interpreted as a confpiracy 
again{t the outward diftinctions that prevail among us. 
With equal folemnity we difclaim all intention of 
interfering, directly or indirectly, with the internal 
arrangements or other peculiarities of any Chriftian 
denomination. The only end of our aflociation 
is that which, in finglenefs of heart, we have pub- 
licly avowed, the promulgation of the gofpel of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. To this, all who love him will 
fay, notwithftanding their {maller differences, God 
fpeed! Under fo pleafing an impreffion, brethren, we 
commit ourfelves and our undertaking to God and to 
you. Without the arrogance of dictating, we beg leave 
to recommend the immediate formation of fimilar focie- 
ties throughout the continent. Your own acquaintance 
with your local fituation qualifies you to judge how 
large a diftrict each ought to include. Let agreement 
in the great doctrines of grace be the bafis of affocia- 
tion. While this will bea principle of energy in each 
fociety, it will be a ftrong tie of connection to the 
whole; and will enable them to concert and to conduct 
a plan of harmonious and efficient co-operation. ‘The 
hearty concurrence of Chriftians of different denomi- 
nations in a fcheme fo interefting to them all, will be a 
token for good, that the Lorn 1s about to build up 
Zion, and to appear in his glory. Amen. Even fo; 
come Lorp Jesus! 


No. 3. K CONSTITUTION 
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THE UNITED STATES 


\ 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


NEW-YORK MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


I. GENERAL DESIGN. 
\ 
FiIS fociety fhall be called, Tut New-Yorx 
Missionary Society. 

2. Lhe efforts of the fociety fhall be exclufively di- 
rected to the propagation\of the glorious gofpel of 
Chrift, in places which are deftitute of it, and of the 
means of obtaining it: nor fhall any bufinefs, not im- 
mediately relative to this object, be difcuffed at any of 
their meetings. 

3. That the world may be fatisfied as to the reli- 
gious principles which they embrace for themfelves, 
and refolve to propagate among others, their view of 
the great outlines of the doétrine of falvation is exhibit- 
ed in the following propofitions: Tuat in JeHovas, 
the one only living and true God, there are three per- 
fons equal in all divine perfections, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Ghoft—Tuartr Jehovah, who created al! 
things for his own glory, made our firft parents up- 
right, and entered into covenant with them for them- 
felves, and for their pofterity--Tuar in their fall, all 
mankind fell; that they are, by nature, children of 
wrath; are totally depraved, being dead in trefpafles 
and fins; and, with refpect to any created power, are 
without help and without hope—THar in virtue of a 


covenant eftablifhed, from everlafting, with him as the 
federal 
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federal head of the election of grace, the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, the eternal Son of the Father, was manifefted 
in the flefh, by affuming the human, into a perfonal 
union with his divine, nature—Tuat being, in one 
perfon, very God and very man, he, as the furety of his 
people, yielded perfect obedience to the precept of the 
divine law; and endured its penalty to the uttermoft, 
in pouring out his foul unto death as a true and proper 
facrifice and atonement for their fins—Tuar his righ- 
teoufnefs, confifting of both his obedience and fuffer- 
ings, freely imputed to them, and received by faith, is 
the fole ground of their acceptance with God, and of 
their title to eternal life—THart they are made alive 
unto God; are vitally united with the Lord Jefus; are 
fanctified, and rendered meet for heaven, by the effica- 
cious and almighty energy of the Holy Spirit—Tsat 
the word and ordinances are the great means which he 
employs in beginning, carrying on, and completing his 
work of grace inthe heartt-—T nar there is an infepara- 
ble connection between free pardon and the practice of 
holinefs—TuHar all who are juftified by the merit, and 
regenerated by the Spirit, of Chrift, are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto falvation—Anp THAT 
there will be a general refurrection of the dead, both of 
the juft and of the unjuft; and a final retribution by Jefus 
Chrift, who will adjudge the righteous to endlefs life, 
and the wicked to endlefs punifhment. 

4. The fociety will cordially correfpond and co-ope- 
rate with other focieties which now exift, or may here- 
after exift, in any nation or part of the world; or with 
individuals, who, agreeing with them in thefe important 
truths, incline to aid the profecution of their defign. 


II. OFFICERS ann DIRECTORS. 


1. The officers of the fociety to be chofen annually, 
by ballot, fhall be, 


A PRESIDENT. 


ni 















i ee 
a a 





a ee 
Se 5 sf Pe kts gs 3 
Tee 
oper renton ~— ’ 
ai eat 


err 7 - 7 
? ¥ ‘ 2 ev 
. hat ar 2 Boyes) RY 
weg Hy eet Gage Orit sory | pater 
mee ae TET, 


tp nar 3 dy 
see FEE Be oe rr eemtllh ei Em 


‘ Fee Gale idee “ 
Li ain Rak Sis as 2 * , 
s * A « Hesh c9- Vas yee Vie 
+e Eee recta Sa 
far A b 


242 THE UNITED STATES 


A PresipenT, to preferve regularity and decorum 
in the proceedings of the fociety when met; and for 
that end to ftate queftions; confine {fpeakers to the fub- 
ject under difcuffion; give the cafting vote in all equal 
divifions; and generally, to enforce fuch rules, both of 
order and of bufinefs, as the fociety may enact. 

A Vice-Presivent, who, in the abfence of the Pre- 
fident, fhall take his place, and perform his duties. 

A TREASURER, to receive the monies, make the dif- 
burfements, and keep the accounts of the fociety; who 
fhall give fufficient fecurity to the Directors for the 
faithful difcharge of his trutt. 

A SECRETARY, to conduct their correfpondence, 
under the fuperintendance of the Directors; and 

A CuiERK, to record their proceedings. 

2. There fhall be chofen annually, by ballot, twelve 
perfons, who, together with the officers, fhall conftitute 
a Board of Directors. Seven fhall be a quorum. 

3. It fhall be the duty of the Directors to colle& and 
prepare for the confideration of the fociety, all fuch in- 
formation as, in their judgment, fhall be neceffary for 
forming any general arrangements; to inquire after, ap- 
preve, inftruct, fend out, and watch over, miffionaries ; 
to apply, to the objects of the affociation, fuch of the re- 
gular income as fhall not be referved by the fociety for 
their own fpecial difpofal ; to lay before the fociety, at 
every ordinary meeting, a concife fummary of their 
proceedings: and the better to difcharge the truft re- 
pofed in them, they fhall be empowered either to act 
all together, or to fubdivide themfelves into different 
committees, fubject to the direction of the whole, as 
they fhall find moft convenient and advantageous. 

4. The Diredtors fhall meet ftatedly, at leaft once a 
quarter; and fhall always meet on or before the Mon- 
day immediately preceding the general meeting of the - 
fociety. This meeting of the Directors may coincide 
with a quarterly meeting, if found convenient. 


5. On 
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5. On the deceafe, or refignation of any of the offi- 
cers, the Directors fhall fill up the vacancy till the next 
meeting of the fociety. 

Ill. GENERAL MEETINGS, 

1. The fociety fhall meet annually, at the city of 
New-York, on the firft Tuefday in November; for 
the purpofe of receiving the report of the Directors— 
examining the ftate of their finances—electing their 
officers, &c.—and concerting meafures for profecuting, 
to effect, the great interefts of the affociation. T'wenty- 
one members fhall be a quorum. 

2. At every annual meeting, one or more fermons 
fhall be preached, by a minifter or minifters of the afio- 
ciation, appointed at the laft annual meeting, anda col- 
lection made for the benefit of the fociety. Should any 
thing, during the recefs of the fociety, fruftrate their 
appointment, a new one fhall be made by the Direc- 
tors. 

3. All publications, inthe name of the fociety, fhall 
be refolved upon in a general meeting; fhall be figned 
by their Secretary; committed to the Directors to be 
printed at the fociety’s expence, and difpofed of on their 
account; and all monies arifing from the fale thereof, 
fhall be immediately paid into the treafury. 

4. Befides the ordinary meetings of the fociety, the 
Directors, upon any urgent occafion, fhall call a fpecial 
meeting ; of which the members fhall be informed by a 
written intimation from the Secretary. 

5. All meetings of the fociety fhall be opened and 
clofed with prayer. 


IV. ADMISSION or MEMBERS. 


t. Perfons may be admitted from all religious de 
nominations indifcriminately. 
2. Every perfon propofed for admiffion muft 
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recommended, in writing, by at leaft two of the mem- 
bers, as friendly to the objeét and principles of the focie- 
ty, and as of Chriftian deportment. , 

3. The power of admitting members is lodged in 
the board of dire@tion; but the votes of two-thirds of 
the Directors prefent, taken by ballot, fhall be neceffary 
to an election. 

4. The fociety-referves to itfelf the power of electing 
honorary membefs: 

5. Every member (honorary ones excepted) fhall 
fubfcribe the conftitution of the fociety, previoufly to his 
being admitted to a feat. 

6. Every member (honorary ones excepted, with 
whom it fhall be optional) fhall pay into the treafury, 
on his election, a fum not lefs than two dollars and an 
half; anda further yearly fum of not lefs than two dol- 
lars. 

+. Every congregation or affociation which favours 
the defign of the fociety, fhall be entitled to fend one 
delegate for every fum equal to that required from in- 
dividual members; and every fuch delegate, on com- 
plying with the fecond and fifth regulations under this 
head, fhall enjoy all the privileges of a member without 
a formal election. 

8. Members who fhall be found hoftile to the reli- 
gious principles of the fociety, as fet forth in this con- 
{titution, or immoral in their conduét, fhall forfeit their 


memberfhip. 
V. MISSIONARIES anp otrner TEACHERS. 


1. Every miffionary, or other teacher, fhall be ap- 
pointed by the Directors. 

2. The Directors are to ufe their utmoft diligence, 
in afcertaining the orthodoxy, piety, talents, zeal and 
prudence of miffionaries; and on no account whatever 
to employ perfons of a dubious character. 


3. In 
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3. In cafes where it is thought proper that a mif- 
fionary be ordained, he fhall be remitted, for ordina- 
tion, to his particular religious conneétions ; and at: the 
fame time fhall be confidered as fent out by the fociety 
at large; and fhall equally enjoy their countenance and 
fupport. 

4. Befides miffionaries, the fociety will gladly, as 
their refources fhall permit, embrace opportunities of 
eftablifhing catechifts, or other teachers of approved 
piety, and foundnefs in the faith. 

5. Miffionaries, or other teachers, who fhall prove 
diforderly or unfaithful in the difcharge of their duty, 
may be fufpended by the Directors, from the fervice of 
the fociety till their next general meeting. 

6. All miffionaries and teachers fhall receive fuch 
falaries as the Directors fhall appoint: but their ap- 
pointments fhall be fubjeé to the revifion of the fociety. 


VI. FUNDS. 


1. The fources from which the revenue of the fociety 
is contemplated to arife, are the ftated {ub{cription of 
members—public colleétions—the fale of the fociety’s 
publications—and the liberal benefactions of focieties, 
and benevolent individuals. 

2. If there be in the treafury a confiderable furplu- 
{age unappropriated, and for which there is no profpect 
of a {peedy appropriation, the Treafurer, by the advice 
of the Directors, fhall loan it, in truft, at lawful intereft, 
on good fecurity; or difpofe of it in fome other manner 
equaliy fafe and productive. 

3. No monies fhall be paid by the Treafurer without 
an order from the fociety, or from the Directors, to the 
amount to which they authorifed to draw. 

4. The foctety will confider themfelves at liberty to 
apply immediately to the purpofes of their inftitution, 
not only their ordinary funds, but all donations for the 
difpofal of which the denors fhall not otherwife direct. 


VII, PRO- 
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VII. PROVISIONARY ARTICLES. 


1. No alteration fhall be made in this conftitution 
unlefs it be previoufly fubmitted to the Board of Direc- 
tors and by them laid before the fociety at their next 
{tated meeting. : | 

2. In thofe cafes, however, in which a propofal for 
alteration fhall not be approved by the Direétors, it 





‘may be brought by the propofer immediately before 


the fociety, but it fhall lie over for confideration till the 
next ordinary meeting. 
By order of the Society, 
JOHN M. MASON, Secrezary. 
New-York, Nov. 1ff, 1796. 


Officers and other Dire&ors for the enfuing year. 
OFFICERS. 
Rev. JOHN RODGERS, D. D. PREstpEnrT. 
Rey. [JOHN H. LIVINGSTON, D. D. Vicr-PREsIDENT, 
ALEXANDER ROBERTSON, Efg. TREAsuRER. 
Rev. JOHN M. MASON, Secretary. 
Rev. JOHN N. ABEEL, Crerk. 
OTHER DIRECTORS, 

Rev. WiLLItaM LINN, D. D. 

Rev. Jonw M‘Kwicut, D. D. 

Rev. Benjamin Foster, D. D. 

Rev. GeERARDUs A. KuYPERS. 

Rev. SAMUEL MILLER. 

LEonARD BLEECKER, Ef. 

a Broome, Efq. 

HOoMAS MackKangss, Efq. 

Mr. THomAs STORM. 

Mr. EzEKIEL RoBINs. 

Mr. GeorGeE LINDSAY. 

Mr. JoHN Murray. 


BS> Donations to the fociety will be thankfully received 
by their Treafurer, ALEXANDER ROBERTSON, Efq; No. 
191 Pearl-ftreet; OR BY ANY OTHER OF THE DIRECTORS. 

Communications, relative to the ohjeéts of the fociety, are 


to be addreffed to the Secretary. 
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